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KTH Centre for the Future of Places (CFP) is an international research hub 
around the concept of public spaces and beyond, within the disciplines of 
urban planning and urban design.  

Our main focus is on research and development of an international and inter- and 
multidisciplinary network, transmuting the theory and practice of city-building.

CFP aims to establish and promote sustainable urban development by shifting the urban 
discourse from the hardware-objects of the cities (buildings and infrastructure), to the 
software-spaces of the cities (places and people), in order to advance the importance of 
creating and maintaining healthy and livable cities on the long run.

We envision a networked community of leaders actively working across sectors, frontiers 
and disciplines to build a more just, sustainable, and prosperous world.

Mission
Investigate the challenges facing our regions, metropolitan cities, towns and 
neighborhoods in the achievement of a more sustainable resilient, livable, just and inclusive 
urbanism.

Focus on the urgent topic of public space, its role as an essential urban framework, its  
degradation under current global urbanization processes and the reforms that will be 
needed to achieve the public space goals of a “New Urban Agenda” as defined in 2016 by 
United Nations member states.

Explore the contemporary and future urban condition, development, planning, design 
and the urban form and placemaking processes of the city. Our concern is the evolving role 
of urban planning and design within broader interdisciplinary fields, and their impacts 
upon human environments and social life.

Provide a link between the research resources at the KTH School of Architecture and 
the Built Environment and the wider professional practice community. 

Create a public dialogue through research, education, social media, symposia, 
roundtables, colloquiums, debates, conferences, exhibitions, and publications.

Ensure that our output complies with the most stringent standards of academic scholar-
ship as well as ensuring practical relevance and human benefit. The desire of the Centre is 
to raise professional and public appreciation towards urbanism and its impact on the city 
and the responsibility for creating a better life for all citizens.

This is CFP
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  Director’s Words
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”…We are faced today with a grave threat, not one 
solely based on the fact that we don’t have answers 
to burning problems in society, but even more to 
the point that we don’t poses a clear apprehension 
of what the main problems are and clear 
understanding of their real dimensions…” [Slavoj 
Zizek, 13 May, 14:35, ”Sunday at 2 O’clock” - 
Hard Talk, Croatian Television HRT]

“If I had only one hour to save the world, I would 
spend fifty-five minutes defining the questions, and 
only five minutes finding the answers,” - Albert 
Einstein.

Dear CFP members, colleagues and academic 
and professional friends,

As I reflect on our progress this past year, I first 
want to say thank you for your commitment and 
investment in KTH’s Centre for the Future of Places 
(CFP). I’m so proud of what we’ve accomplished 
together as a group and as individuals, and I am 
even more optimistic about the opportunity and 
challenges ahead. As we come to terms with the 
serious adjustments necessary in our modes of 
operation during this unprecedented crisis of 
Corona COVID-19 global virus pandemic, I cannot 
say enough about the deep spirit of cooperation and 
fortitude that has been demonstrated by CFP-KTH 
staff, students, and faculty over the past several 
months and weeks. This community is diverse in 
its activities and approaches, but there is a shared 
strength and commitment that will see us through 
this dreadful situation. In line with that I see the 
research and activities of our Centre as crucial to 
that effort. As Richard Florida has stated correctly, 
‘that no pandemic or plague or natural disaster has 
killed off “the city” or humanity’s need to live and 
work in urban clusters’. What is also true is that 
nothing will ever be the same when it comes to the 
viewpoints, approaches and ideas within the built 
environment disciplines that shape, create and 
manage cities.

We need new theories, new models and new 
methods and we need desperately to ask the right 
questions as well as to use and generate (small 
and big) data in the proper way. We can’t go on 
doing business as we used to do and these crisis 
and post crisis times beg for new theoretical 
positions, not just new models, but taking apart 
the whole issue of city planning and urbanism 
and all the interconnected aspects of it through 

which we can come to new conceptual frameworks. 
Also transformative design and research, work 
that has made a difference in our environment 
and society where one combines architecture, 
landscape architecture and urbanism, urban design 
and planning, urban sociology, environmental 
psychology and human geography as well as urban 
economics into a single interdisciplinary entity, 
and where the environmental design is seen as 
inseparable from its social, political, economic, and 
cultural contexts, is the way to go for the future. 
Finally, as the focus of all our work, our public 
spaces and urban places are undergoing dramatic 
restructuring, especially at infrastructure sites 
- we as academics and professionals can deploy 
strategies and tactics - focus our imaginative 
attention towards a new discourse in practice that 
will create the next generation of cities. Finally, it is 
worth mentioning that our search for a new science 
of questions extends beyond the realms of big data 
and data science. It is relevant across domains and 
to various academics, practitioners, professionals, 
general public and other policy makers and key 
stakeholders.

This is a new report on our activities from 
2019 basically. Since its inception in 2016, 
CFP has continued to work across a range of 
interdisciplinary projects that engage the broader 
applied social sciences with the culture, politics and 
spatial dynamics and transformation of cities on 
micro, meso and macro scales. This report includes 
extracts from selected projects & their impacts 
publications and research outputs (scientific, social 
and partner benefits), an overview of all the public 
lectures, colloquia, conferences and seminars we 
hosted, as well as information on our projects in 
general, staff, advisers, board members and other 
relevant information.

If I would select the major highlights, then they 
would include (though in CFP all things have equal 
standing):

Celebrating the first decade of full collaboration 
with the Ax: son Johnson Foundation (from the 
Urban Form and Human Behavior Civitas Research 
Program, through Civitas Athenaeum Laboratory 
(CAL) to the Centre for the Future of Places CFP, 
the Centre has launched the Athena Accolade City 
Awards (CFP); given to distinguished scholars 
in the field and the continuing of the one & only 
Athena Female Distinguished scholars Series (25 
lecturers).

We have had some fantastic conferences, 
exhibitions, debates, roundtables and colloquiums. 
Of special importance is the Iceland Public Space 
conference that has assembled 15 leading public 
space researchers and urbanist minds in the world. 
The Centre is especially proud of the stewardship 
for Professor Richard Florida (KTH honorary 
doctorate) and the continuation of the work with 
the KTH laureate as well as the previous ones 
Prof. Saskia Sassen, Prof. Manuel Castells and 
Prof. Edward Glaeser (all members of the CFP 
Strategic Board). The Centre is also very proud to 
have been awarded four different awards in 2019 
(for the centre and its director).

Strong international partnerships with United 
Nations’ Habitat by coordinating research efforts 
within public space, city wide approaches and 
curating major public exhibitions and debates. 
New partnership and research collaborations, 
specifically with MIT LCAU – MIT Norman B. 
Leventhal Center for Advanced Urbanism, School 
of Architecture + Planning. Cambridge. A number 
of our flagship programs-projects are all portrayed 
with wonderful cooperation with University of 
Cincinnati, UCL London Bartlett, MIT LCAU, 
CUNY New York, TU Wien, ETH Zurich, Harvard 
University and others. 
Our virtual presence continues to grow, across all 
social media platforms. A strong local presence 
within the School and in Stockholm, hosting various 
public lectures, seminars and workshops during the 
last years. Last but not least, the book production 
at the Centre has been amazing and stellar, with 
incredible books coming out covering issues of 
urbanism on all scales and immediately making a 
global impact. In summary, our researchers have 
made massive contributions to books, publications 
and reports, including articles in peer-reviewed 
journals as well as making numerous presentations 
to national and international conferences, 
workshops and seminars, consolidating the Centre’s 
reputation as a resource of urban research and ideas 
and as a world leading node on public spaces and 
urban places research, thinking, events, ideas and 
networks.

I would like to thank our main sponsor and 
contributor, the Ax: son Johnson Foundation for 
continuing support and trust in us and our work, 
even in these very difficult times. My gratitude goes 
to the Foundation CEO Kurt Almqvist and Viveca 
Ax: son Johnson; we are immensely indebted to 
them. 

Again, I would like to thank all CFP members 
for a fantastic job done in 2019. We will continue 
to work creatively together to get through these 
unprecedented times in 2020 and beyond. Hopefully 
with all the global efforts towards developing 
a vaccine for this virus that has basically put a 
standstill to all facets of life, we might see the light at 
the end of this tunnel in the near future. Therefore, 
are even more important the efforts we put in as 
planners, architects, urban designers, geographers, 
sociologists, economists and academics into finding 
the best adaptable solutions for cities under siege 
and beyond and for cities and public realms (all 
built environments) that will inevitably have to go 
through fundamental changes and transformations 
in the future. I am confident we will succeed. This 
is what makes KTH and CFP a special place even in 
impossible situations such as this – its people and 
their competences, will and passions. Enjoy this 
wonderful passage of time in 2019!
Stay safe & stay healthy!

Dr. Tigran Haas
Director, CFP Centre, Tenured Associate Professor of 
Urban Planning and Urban Design
Head of Urban Form + Behavior Research Program 
(Civitas)
Stockholm, April 2020
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   Research
The Centre for the Future of Places is 
engaging a two-year research theme on the 
twin subjects of  “Urban Disclosures and 
Cities for All”. 

We see these two key subjects, implicitly 
gaining prominence in the coming years 
based on the United Nations Habitat III 
conference, held in Quito, Ecuador, during 
October 2016, where akin issues should be 
developed further through implementation of 
the conference outcome document, the “New 
Urban Agenda”, which is strategically aligned 
with Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 
on ‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’. 

We aim to make a substantial academic and 
practical contribution to this discourse 
looking at these two key subjects as one 
integral research theme.

Toward this aim, we will be collaborating with 
a diverse but strategically selective network 
of researchers, theorists, faculty, policy mak-
ers and graduate and post-graduate students, 
working to examine these issues and their 
relation to the complex and often contradictory 
phenomena now emerging in our existing 
cities, conurbations and other urban 
settlements around the world. Specifically for 
the biennial theme during 2017-2018, the Centre 
for the Future of Places will examine these two 
emerging and converging subjects as one united 
theme:

Urban Disclosures: 
• What are the main political, social, cultural, 

physical and economic forces shaping urban 
societies, ones that are making the new ur-
ban landscapes, something which goes well 
beyond the notion of a new visual urban 
order? 

• How does this theme manifest itself in the 
issues of public space more specifically?

Cities for All: 
• Is there a ‘right to the city?’ 
• How can cities become more inclusive, 

convivial, just, democratic and progressive 
places that embrace cultural pluralism and 
diversity of people as a halmark of sustain-
able urban development? 

• How does the structure and management 
of public space contribute to, or inhibit, that 
process?

These two-in-one united themes offer now a 
useful “lens” through which the researchers 
in the Centre may investigate the role of public 
space systems and the citizens within them, 
making a practical and useful contribution to 
the evolving science of cities in a rapidly urban-
izing world, one that that claims to value equity 
and inclusivity, but at the same time brings 
economic, spatial and social polarization. 

Cities are critical to challenging global 
inequality and promoting inclusive growth.  
However, recent research into the economic 
value of diversity within a networked city may 
offer powerful counter-arguments, and a more 
convincing and motivating path to implementa-
tion.

The idea of owning public spaces is both 
complex and controversial. The emerging 
signals of large scale corporate ownership that 
has the potential to dampen diversity and 
dynamism of the city and worsening affordabil-
ity for everyone are omnipresent. 
This phenomenon also carries the signs of 
the growing economic strength and the rise of 
demand for urban living, where the need for 
human-friendly cities with more public invest-
ment and better public spaces are in focus. So 
the emerging question and issue in becoming is 
if ‘high’ real estate actually values functioning 
urbanity? 

   Biennial Research Theme: Urban Disclosures and Cities for All



11 12

Urban Form and Human Behaviour

The research work around this theme 
primarily seeks to understand how the 
urban form and the dynamic processes 
that compose our cities and places shape 
urban experience.

The challenge of this work is to develop 
methods and theoretical frameworks to bring 
together the analysis of urban structure from 
a normative and explorative perspective 
with a broadly qualitative investigation of 
individual and community perceptions, 
experiences and narratives. 

The concept of place is closely connected to 
urban form and has a direct link to social 
life; therefore, the relationships between 
characteristics of the physical environment 
and the humans using it, between the context 
and human responses will be examined in 
detail. The research will evolve a knowledge 
base for urban design decisions and a unique 
collection of urban codes and patterns for 
understanding the city.

The Centre is interested in exploring how 
form & meaning, physically, socially and 
virtually is perceived and communicated 
and what implications these impacts and 
consequences have on people’s behaviors. 
Previous studies in different fields akin 
to urban planning and design, such 
as sociology, geography, architecture, 
environmental psychology, economics, etc. 
have explored people’s social behavior and 
relationships with urban space. 

However, the focus and research concern 
here will be about the matter of spatial tools, 
frameworks and models by which changes 
in urban form and human behavior can be 
better understood, visualized and worked 
with.

Themes

1 2
Sustainable Urbanism

Sustainable Urbanism reflects the complex 
and converging issues of climate change 
and urbanism and the transformations they 
induce on the built environment.

The Centre will analyze and work with these 
transformations that pertain to the way we plan, 
design, build, maintain, govern, and use our 
cities. The radical transformation of how 
cities work implies, for most urbanists, a 
radical change in the way they plan and design. 
Inquiries around this theme hope to clarify 
new approaches to urban and landscape 
transformations, involving elements such as 
retrofitting, retail planning, culture and heritage 
issues, new ecologies, as well as new forms of 
infrastructure and transportation in the system 
of our cities.

Additionally, the research will also analyze and 
discuss the paths to sustainable and resilient 
cities, more energy efficient neighborhoods and 
districts and sustainable, green and landscape 
urbanism trends that will help shape and 
organize the city, thus enhancing and securing 
the urban futures in uncertain times ahead. The 
investigation is geared towards finding a more 
comprehensive understanding of urbanism at 
the regional scale that would then in turn 
provide a better platform to address climate 
change and climate stabilizing efforts.

The social and economic benefits of regionalism 
seem to present themselves as the objective for 
future urban development if we are to have 
cities that are economically, environmentally and 
socially sustainable. In that respect, the research 
considers the spatial implications of all three 
aspects and connects the micro, meso and macro 
levels through the concept of the 
Regional City.

Housing and Urban Spaces

Provision of adequate, just, dignified but 
also ecologically and socially sound hous-
ing, integrated into all systems in the ur-
ban realm also plays an important role in 
our research. 
Aside from issues connected to urban form 
and planning, there is a need to also look into 
the role residents and citizens should and 
could play in determining the urban quality 
of their dwelling condition in a contemporary 
and ever changing democracy. 

Community and social sustainability are a 
strong focus of our investigations. The physi-
cal design of communities to promote social 
sustainability is important but not the only 
element. New visions for neighborhood hous-
ing redevelopment should support human, 
economic, social, cultural recovery and re-
newal. 

The view on urban spaces will be an 
all-encompassing one: a city’s streets, parks, 
squares, and other shared spaces have been 
seen as symbols of collective well-being and 
possibility, expressions of achievement and 
aspiration by urban leaders and visionaries, 
sites of public encounter and formation of civ-
ic culture, and significant spaces of political 
deliberation and agonistic struggle. They are 
spaces that allow and facilitate a coexistence 
of different categories of people. 

Urban spaces offer great cultural, econom-
ic and social values restoring the identity of 
cities and enhancing the lifestyle of its citizens 
giving them opportunities for new experi-
ences. We often think of amenities as quality 
streets, squares, waterfronts, public build-
ings, and other spaces that have economic 
social and environmental value. The attitude 
towards urban space has gradually changed 
rediscovering their importanceas an integral 
part of urban identity of cities.

34
Emergent Global Transformations 

In the last few decades, many global cities, 
towns, and municipalities have experienced 
unprecedented economic, social, and spatial 
structural change. Today, we find ourselves 
at the juncture between entering a post-ur-
ban and a post-political world, both pre-
senting new challenges to our metropolitan 
regions, municipalities, and cities. 

Specifically, these challenges are of a spatial, 
economic, demographic, ecological, cultural, 
and social nature. Megacities and many 
declining regions and towns are experiencing 
an increase in the number of complex problems 
regarding internal relationships, governance, 
and external connections. 

The Centre’s investigation recognizes how 
forces of structural and emergent change 
contribute to shaping the urban landscape 
and living infrastructures exploring different 
measures for the reinvention of cities.
The importance of the digital and social media 
and network society in general, with its specific 
transformation and creation of new public 
spaces is still not adequately explored.

Last but not least, investigations will also focus 
the attention to the developing world, especial-
ly the informal city and the hyper transforma-
tions 
happening in these urban landscapes. In par-
ticular, a growing disparity exists between 
citizens that are socially excluded within 
declining physical and economic realms and 
those situated in thriving geographic areas. 
Within the prospering regions, leading anchor 
institutions and companies have connected 
with 
start-ups and business incubators to accelerate 
growth, talent, and innovation.



Each CFP project is measured by three indicators:

Partner Benefits 
Social Impact 
Scientific Output 

The indicator evaluation is based on a 0-5 grading scale. Please see below what each number 
represents***

The measurement takes different variables and elements into account, depending on the nature 
and scope of the project (time, cost) but also impacts measured through events, publications, media 
presence, policy measures, research outputs, etc. depending on how the project is structured and 
what the objectives were from the start.

We asked our researchers to self-evaluate their projects based on their best-knowledge 
at the current time of the project life cycle. 

0.   Not applicable in the Project

1. Low impact or not satisfactory benefits and outputs           
(Failed to meet expectations)

2. Average impact and fair benefits and outputs (Partially 
Complete)

3. Good impact and intermediate outputs and benefits 
(Satisfactory Results)

4. Very good results in terms of impacts, benefits and outputs 
(Shows innovation and creativity)

5. Excellent outcomes on all levels of benefits, impacts and 
outputs (Sets a standard for best practice)

2

3

4

5

4

1

Project Outputs Grading ***

Project Evaluation

See the evaluation grades for each project on the 
following pages.
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The Public Space Database Project

Setha Low David Brain Vikas Mehta Michael Mehaffy

Researchers:

Public space generally refers to a city’s public 
domain - its streets, squares and parks. These are 
places where people exchange ideas, get from one 
place to another, or simply enjoy themselves. 
It is here, that a city comes to life, and often, if not 
always, where new activities, creativity and 
diversity are enabled. Public spaces are essential to 
achieve high levels of ‘cityness’ precisely because 
they have an important role to play for organized 
collective behavior, which can take place in the 
form of markets, street parties, meetings, parades 
and demonstrations. They are essential places for 
exchanging personal, cultural and political messag-
es. A city with streets, squares and parks carefully 
designed for human use creates pleasure in the 
daily lives of visitors as well as those who live 
and transit there every day. 

There is a large amount of field (empirical) case 
study research on public space and city design. 
Nevertheless, while studies have been produced 
since the 1960s’, there is still no central platform 
that connects the work that has been done across 
different disciplines. 
Designing safe, sustainable and healthy cities is the 
outcome of complex dialogues between many stake-
holders. Urban form depends on the know-how of a 
plethora of actors; Architects, Urban Planners, 
Academics from different disciplines, Politicians, 
Traffic planners, and Engineers, to name a few.  
Perhaps this explains why - despite the scientific 
and empirical evidence, goodwill and necessity 
- many cities still don’t get public space right. dis-
cipline origin. Almost 500 academic articles have 
now been collected, and the database, coupled 
with its website, will be expected to go live with the 
metadata and curated content to respective article 
as open access data for practitioners, academics and 
policy makers to access during 2020.

To decrease the distance between practitioners 
currently operating in silos, a dialogue for greater 
cross-pollination between disciplines needs to be 
created. The purpose of the database project is 
precisely this, to collect relevant research from 
different academic fields and merge it into one body 
of knowledge accessible and understandable by all. 

4

4 Partner Benefits

Project evaluation

4 Scientific Output

2 Social Impact

Almost 500 academic articles have 
now been collected, and the database 
will be expected to go live as open 
access data for practitioners, 
academics and policy makers to 
access during 2020.

With the support of a capable and highly motivated 
team made up by academics and practitioners, the 
database embodies a systematic effort to consolidate 
info and bridge the epistemological gaps between 
disciplines. By mapping out and categorizing past 
and current knowledge, the database will further-
more be an invaluable resource for identifying gaps 
in knowledge and research, to better target new and 
needed research.  

To enable a joint language on public space that all 
identified research could be organized within, a 
number of categories, called meta-data, where 
created. The meta-data is developed collectively by 
the academic research team and consists of a set of 
information categories that are used to amalgamate 
similar research phenomena into groups, inde-
pendently of its academic discipline origin. 

Projects

“

Cities in context
Researchers:

Charles R. Wolfe Tigran  Haas

Project evaluation

3 Social Impact

5 Partner Benefits

The “Cities in Context” Project began in January, 2018, based on C.R. Wolfe, “Forget ‘Smart’—
We Need Context Cities,” Planetizen, December 17, 2018. The Project purpose is to assess and 
integrate methods to sustain city essence and local context (vernacular, and/or unique city histories 
and cultures), at multiple urban scales. The Project presents an immersive perspective based on the 
“LEARN Method” and “context keys.”

The four main Project goals and accomplishments for 2019 were as follows.

Goal 1 was to refine and complete the research 
agenda set in 2018, perform research (including 
related student work), and secure a publisher for 
the Project’s book. During 2019, two masters-level 
students assisted with the Project, including com-
pletion of literature searches and completion of a 
Stockholm case study regarding the appropriate 
context for location of a flagship Apple Store. C.R. 
Wolfe secured Rowman & Littlefield (New York/
London) as publisher for Sustaining a City’s Culture 
and Character: Principles and Best Practices. The book 
manuscript has received favorable comments from 
the Rowman & Littlefield editor, and academic and 
practitioner “beta readers” in the United Kingdom, 
United States, France, and Australia. 
Estimated publication: November-December 2020.

Goal 3 was to conduct continued in-person 
and video interviews (that began with the 
extensive Delphi Conversation III in Stockholm 
in September 2018) on the “Cities in Context” 
theme, with international academics and 
practitioners. These interviews took place 
throughout 2019. They inform the case studies and 
collaborations that will appear in Sustaining a City’s 
Culture and Character. Venues included London, 
Paris, Kiruna, Stockholm, Kiruna (Sweden), 
Macroom (Ireland), Nice (France), Shanghai, 
Melbourne, Norwich (UK), and featured diverse 
subjects such as Bloomberg Philanthropies staff, 
a Senior Partner at Foster & Partners, a business 
improvement district CEO, and prominent 
academics.

Goal 2 was to assure issuance, distribution and 
promotion of a revised edition of Wolfe, C.R. 
Urbanism Without Effort (UWE) (Island Press, 
2013) as a revised edition in 2018/19. UWE, and 
it’s more applied companion, Seeing the Better City, 
(Island Press, 2017) are precursors to the “Cities in 
Context” baseline approach, arguing for threshold 
establishment and contextual analyses of local built, 
sociocultural and intangible urban environments. 
In January, 2019, Island Press released the paper-
back Urbanism Without Effort, rev. ed. 2019. C.R. 
Wolfe presented the book multiple times during 
2019 including in Next City and at presentations 
such as the European Placemaking Conference in 
Valencia in June 2019 and Connected Places Cata-
pult in London in October 2019.

Goal 4 was to author several short articles in 
respected online publications on the “Cities in 
Context” theme and related social media, 
bringing attention to the Centre’s work. In 2019, 
C.R Wolfe authored a “Viewpoint” pending in The 
Journal of Public Space, “LEARNing the City: Beyond 
the Urban Diary.” He also authored three short 
Planetizen articles that related to Project subtopics 
of urban context, character and authenticity. Two 
were reproduced in the Congress for the New 
Urbanism’s CNU Public Square.

https://nextcity.org/features/view/urbanism-without-effort
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Why Public Space Matters 
Researcher:

Setha Low

Funding from the Center for the Future of 
Places was used to write a book proposal 
and complete four chapters of the final 
manuscript. Two presses have reviewed 
those chapters and both are interested in 
publishing it (Oxford University Press and 
MIT Press).  The reviews from Oxford were 
outstanding and supported the plan to write 
a book that would reach a broad public.  
MIT Press suggested a more technical book 
for planner.  Funding was also used to 
complete the final edits on two books and 
to write two articles for publication.  

This book aims to realign our urban priorities and 
demonstrate the psychological, social, infrastruc-
tural and environmental impact of public space.  
Public space was added to the New Urban Agenda 
passed by the United Nations in December 2016.  
The mandate now is to demonstrate the potential of 
this right, communicate its importance and support 
the planning, design, management, and funding of 
public space.

The first step is to make available evidence of why 
public space matters to individuals, neighbor-
hoods, regions and states. 

The second step is to examine why some cities and 
towns are losing their historically valued public 
spaces—or not building new ones—due to a vari-
ety of encroachments including displacement by 
commercialization, private development, secured 
access and social exclusion.

The final step is to identify what can be done at the 
grassroots level to promote public spaces through 
research and action, and globally through interna-
tional groups working together on guidelines for 
the planning and design of integrated and inclusive 
public spaces. public spaces. 

5

Social Impact

Partner Benefits

5

5

Project evaluation

Scientific Output

This book aims to realign our 
urban priorities and demonstrate 
the psychological, social, 
infrastructural and environmental 
impact of public space.  

“

The discussion is organized around four 
questions:  

Part I answers the basic question “what is public 
space” from a historical, cultural and design point 
of view. It begins with a broad definition that 
includes neighborhood parks, plazas and libraries, 
but extends to the street system, waterways, 
transportation infrastructure and environmental 
linkages. 

Part II lays out why public space matters and 
highlights reasons why we should care. It looks at 
the psychological, social, environmental, economic 
and political outcomes of successful public spaces 
and how they produce a flourishing society 
through contributions to health and well-being; 
economic resilience and the informal economy; 
cultural heritage and collective memory; creativity, 
play and learning; environmental sustainability; 
and social justice.  

Part III pinpoints contemporary threats to public 
space and how they can be transformed into 
opportunities to revitalize and promote new uses.  

Part IV discusses what can be done to improve and 
protect public space in the future. It offers guidance 
on how to undertake grassroots research and 
utilize local knowledge to take back public space 
and contribute to a more vibrant and sustainable 
world.

Part I.  Public Space Matters
• Chapter 1. Public Space Contributes to a 

Flourishing Society:  Contact, Connection and       
Culture

• Chapter 2. What is Public Space?

Part II: Why Should We Care?
• Chapter 3. Social Justice and Democratic Prac-

tices (Jones Beach) 
• Chapter 4. Cultural Continuity, Cultural Iden-

tity and Social Cohesion (Parque Central and 
Plaza de la Cultura, Battery Park City) 

• Chapter 5. Health, Well-being and Resilience 
(Walkway) 

• Chapter 6. Play and Creativity (NYC, Lake 
Welch, Panama City) 

• Chapter 7. Informal Economy and Social Cap-
ital (Moore Street Market, Street Vendors in 
Buenos Aires, Carteneros in Chile)

• Chapter 8. Environmental Sustainability and 
Disaster Recovery (Fire Island, Puerto Rico, 
Andes)

Part III: Threats to Public Space
• Chapter 9. The Fear of Others: Securitization
• Chapter 10. Public Space and Urban Develop-

ment: Privatization and Marketization

Part IV:  What Can We Do About it?
• Chapter 11. Ways to Learn About Public Space 

(TESS in Tompkins Square and City Park in 
Nairobi)

• Chapter 12. Opportunities to Promote, Design 
and Protect Public Space 
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The future of cities - digitalisation and climate change
Researcher:

Mattias Höjer

During 2019, Professor Mattias Höjer was engaged by the Centre for the Future of Places to lead an 
area of research looking into cities, digitalisation and climate change. During 2019 a number of 
activities related to the area were carried out.

Measured and steps for more efficienct use of 
spaces 

In August, we finalised the preproject “Measured 
and steps for more efficienct use of spaces”, a co-
operation with RISE and co-funded by the Swedish 
Energy Agency. Main fundings from the project 
are summarised in a paper submitted to Buildings 
and Cities, a well-known international scientific 
journal. The paper is right now under revision, after 
criticism from reviewers that was rather strong, but 
should be manageable. 

The first outcome of this project is an analysis 
of the drivers, barriers and internal organ-
ization of space sharing initiatives from the 
perspective of building users. 
Space sharing can be understood through the inter-
play between tangible aspects (e.g. concrete benefits 
derived from sharing), organizational aspects (e.g. 
common decision processes and conflict resolution) 
and social aspects (e.g. group identity and views on 
appropriate behavior).

The second outcome is a similar analysis 
made from the perspective of building sector 
practitioners, e.g. architects, property owners 
and managers. 
In order to be easily shared, facilities should be 
flexible, adaptable and multifunctional. 
However, investments into such buildings are 
limited by regulatory issues (e.g. building 
regulations poorly accommodate shared facilities) 
and business-related issues (e.g. the difficulty of 
finding profitable business models for sharing).

One issue that was identified is that the 
performance of buildings (and in particular 
energy performance) is usually measured per 
unit floor area. This conceals the benefits of 
space efficiency (since a space-efficient building 
might have a high energy use per square meter 
but a low energy use per person or per activity). 
Therefore, the third outcome of this project has 
been a review and analysis of complementary 
metrics for energy efficiency that can be used 
to include parameters such as number of users, 
time of use, etc. Each metric serves a particular 
purpose. It is therefore relevant to use a set of 
complementary metrics, where each metric 
answers a particular question to support different 
decisions at different phases of the building’s life 
cycle.

Exponential Roadmap

Another important activity in the project has 
been the work with the Exponential Roadmap, 
resulting in an update of a previous report as well 
as a special version for policy makers presented 
to the UN Climate change meeting in New York 
in September and later to the COP-meeting in 
Madrid. By the end of the year we also developed 
a “Playbook” directed to businesses and present-
ed at the World economic forum in Davos.

Scientific Output

Social Impact

3

5

Project evaluation
The Exponential Roadmap 1.5 is a report high-
lighting 36 solutions within seven different areas 
that would be crucial for halving greenhouse gas 
emissions the coming decade. Our work here has 
been to write the section on Buildings as well 
as taking part in the steering group of the pro-
ject. In the buildings section, we highlight five 
solutions: Reduced use of space, More efficient 
building control, Better insulation, Low-carbon 
heating and cooling and finally Low-carbon con-
struction.

Gaffney, Rockström, Falk, Bhowmik, Bergmark, 
Henningson, Höjer, Jackson, Klingenfeld, Loken, 
Nakicenovic, Srivastava, Wilson. (2019) Meet-
ing the 1.5°C climate ambition – moving from 
incremental to exponential action, Report to the 
UN Climate action summit 2019, Exponential 
Roadmap 2030 www.exponentialroadmap.org

Falk et al. (2020) The 1.5°C business play-
book-Build a strategy for exponential climate 
action

Occupancy survey 

In a fourth activity we have been working 
with a case study of how two departments of 
KTH are using their office spaces. A manual 
measuring of frequency is combined with 
some calculations of how much energy could 
be saved by using space more efficiently. This 
work is not yet finalized, but a paper will be 
submitted during spring. This has been in 
cooperation with University of Tokyo.

Miscellaneous

A few more activities should be added to the 
four below, but they are not direct project 
parts. The first is the finalization of the 
guide “Digitalize for the Environment!”, 
a cooperation with eight internationally 
renowned universities. Mattias Höjer has also 
been chairing the group Smart societies in the 
KTH Digital Futures work. 
Another activity is Mattias’ role as advisor 
to Färgfabriken.  It is not clear what this will 
lead up to, but we will see during 2020. 

“Lokaldelning som norm”

The third important activity within the project has 
been the work in a project lead by the Royal 
Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA), where 
Mattias Höjer has been co-chair, with Anna Denell 
Vasakronan as chair and Liv Fjellander, IVA project 
leader. The work resulted in a report presented at an 
IVA-seminar in January 2020, and an opinion piece 
in Dagens Nyheter. 
The report presented what needs to be donce by the 
Government, Industry, Financial sector, Civil 
society and Academy in order to support a much 
higher level of shared office spaces.

Denell, Höjer, Fjellander et al (2020) Resurseffektiva 
lokaler i Sverige – Lokaldelning som norm, Royal Acade-
my of Engineering Sciences.

DN Debatt 8 februari 2020

https://exponentialroadmap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/1.5C-business-playbook-1.0_digital-spread.pdf
https://exponentialroadmap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/1.5C-business-playbook-1.0_digital-spread.pdf
https://exponentialroadmap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/1.5C-business-playbook-1.0_digital-spread.pdf
https://www.cesc.kth.se/digit-for-environ/
https://www.kth.se/en/digitalfutures
https://www.iva.se/publicerat/okad-lokaldelning-nyckel-till-resurseffektiv-bygg--och-fastighetssektor-menar-iva-rapport/
https://www.iva.se/publicerat/okad-lokaldelning-nyckel-till-resurseffektiv-bygg--och-fastighetssektor-menar-iva-rapport/
https://www.iva.se/publicerat/okad-lokaldelning-nyckel-till-resurseffektiv-bygg--och-fastighetssektor-menar-iva-rapport/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/alla-kontor-som-behovs-i-sverige-ar-redan-byggda/
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Urban Morphologies and Frontages 
Researcher:

Conrad Cickert

Funded by the Ax:son Johnson Foundation, 
this project analyzes street-level frontage 
transformation between 1911 and 2017 in the two 
case study cities of Birmingham, England and 
Vancouver, Canada. 

These case studies are part of a research project on 
an important but overlooked element of walkable 
and sustainable cities: the relation between build-
ings and public space. This research project studies 
why interesting and interactive street frontages are 
under threat, and what we can do to turn the tide. 
Urban scholars may agree what they are fighting 
for in their quest for interactive frontages, but no 
one seems to understand of what they are fighting 
against. Without knowing why our streets are lined 
by inactive buildings in the first place, how could we 
ever escape our ground floor stalemate? By demon-
strating the forces and patterns behind frontage 
transformation in Europe and North America, this 
project will shift and inform the debate on their 
reactivation.

A detailed study of a century of transformation 
of street frontages in four representative cities in 
Canada, the United States, England and 
The Netherlands unveils an unprecedented insight 
on how the interplay between the changing ground 
floor economy, new technology, urban planning 
and social circumstances have influenced frontages. 

This project specifically studies their urban cores, 
as the most significant transformation has occurred 
here. The case studies demonstrate that the deteri-
orating relationship between buildings and streets 
goes far deeper than the commonly assumed ex-
plosive mixture of automobility and Modernism. 
Instead, frontages represent an intricately connected 
ecosystem of single agent decisions responding to 
external economic, cultural, political and technolog-
ical forces, behaving in common and recognizable 
patterns that can inform policy and design. 

With this knowledge, the project aims to generate 
an informed path forward by providing best prac-
tice policies, designs and strategies to reactivate 
frontages. The project draws and expands on the 
dissertation work of its main author, Conrad Kickert 
on interactive frontages in The Netherlands and the 
United States. Dr. Kickert has presented his work to 
audiences at the University of Berkeley, the Universi-
ty of Toronto, Beijing Jiaotong University, the Bau-
haus Institute, TU Delft, and the KTH Stockholm.

The case study mapping has been completed in the 
summer of 2018, drawing from various archival 
sources including mapping, reports, directories, and 
databases. Currently, this work is yielding two key 
deliverables. 
Firstly, the case studies of Birmingham, The Hague 
and Detroit are used in a journal article that analy-
ses the spatial characteristics of store closures. The 
annualized chance of closure is statistically correlat-
ed to the connectivity of streets (their Choice Value 
at R5000) and their metric on-the-ground distance 
from the main retail corner of the city. The correla-
tions are conducted through three statistical meas-
ures: a simple line regression, a panel regression, 
and a spatial probit model. All three yield moderate 
to strong correlation with the spatial variables. The 
article “Spatial dynamics of long-term urban retail 
decline in three Transatlantic Cities” has been sent 
to reviewers by the editor of Cities journal, one of 
the top journals in urbanism with an impact factor 
of 3.853. 

Urban scholars may agree what 
they are fighting for in their quest 
for interactive frontages, but no 
one seems to understand of what 
they are fighting against.  

“
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Secondly, the four case studies are part of the book 
“Street-level Architecture: the past, present and 
future of interactive frontages”, which has been 
accepted by Routledge as a professional, 
wide-circulation, full-color book. This book will 
describe the external forces and internal patterns 
of frontage change over the past century, using 
the four case studies. Conrad Kickert is currently 
writing the narrative histories of the two remaining 
case studies (Birmingham and Vancouver), ready 
for completion by the spring semester. During the 
summer, Conrad will collaborate with Hans Kars-
senberg, partner at STIPO urban development in 
Amsterdam, on a series of case studies that exem-
plify frontage revitalization strategies. These case 
studies will form the second part of the book. Hans 
is a co-author on the book, lending his professional 
expertise and  network in frontage revitalization 
to the project.  He oversees a series of high-profile 
publications and conferences on frontage revitaliza-
tion in countries across the globe. 

The final book manuscript is due November 1st to 
Routledge, with a likely publication date in 2021. 
It is highly remarkable that Routledge has agreed 
on a full-color, non-subsidized book publication, 
signifying their belief in the strong impact that 
Conrad Kickert’s frontage research will have on 
urban policy and practice.
Another outcome of Conrad Kickert’s focus on 
interactive frontages has been the collaboration 
with Dr. Emily Talen at the University of Chicago 
to edit the book “Streetlife: the future of urban 
retail”, to be published with the University of 
Toronto Press in 2020. This book presents various 
disciplinary perspectives on challenges and 
opportunities for urban retail in North American 
and Europe. 

KTH and CFP members Tigran Haas, Rosa Danen-
berg and Michael Mehaffy are contributing to the 
book.

  Figure 1. Frontage interactivity decline in the heart of Birmingham, 1911 (left) and 2017 (right)
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Geographies of Age - Cooperation with TU Wien 
and ETH Zurich
Researchers:

Sabine Knierbein Stefan Lundberg Marie Antoinette Glaser

Older people’s access to housing and to 
urban life Research 

KTH Stockholm, TU Vienna and ETH Zurich 
are carrying out the joint research project 
entitled “Geographies of Age. Older people’s 
access to housing and urban life”. The goal is 
to propose options for public policies as well 
as actors on the housing market in the three 
growing cities to enhance age-friendly urban 
environments and to prevent loneliness and 
social exclusion among elderly. 
The project pursues an exploratory mixed-
methods approach consisting of a quantitative 
data set and literature on the housing markets 
and their different impacts on the housing situa-
tion of elderly in the chosen cities with differing 
welfare systems (Module 1 in 2018-2019). 
Combined with qualitative methods such as 
go-along interviews, multiple sorting tasks 
(non-verbal) interviews, focus group, socio-spa-
tial mappings and participatory dialogue work-
shops with key actors and older adults (Module 
2, 2019-2020), a rich picture of the interrelation 
between everyday practices of social life, 
economic conditions and the built environment 
is obtained. Contrasting older people’s access to 
housing and urban life in different geographical 
urban settings has proven fruitful in order to 
shed light on the complex issue of age-appropri-
ate living environments. 

The project aims at exploring social and 
spatial dimensions of age-friendly living 
environments from different local 
perspectives in three growing cities. 

Module 2: Accessibility, qualities, design and 
use of public indoor (facilities) and outdoor 
spaces by older persons (access to urban life)

In the context of an ageing population questions of 
access to housing, services and public spaces pres-
ent growing challenges to many cities. The vision 
of age-friendly cities is facilitated by processes of 
digitalisation, individualisation of life-styles, urban 
regeneration, by new housing arrangements and a 
variety of services, and so forth. 

For healthy ageing, the participation in 
urban life and meaningful activities is 
fundamental.

In 2019, the partners of the research project - Centre 
for the Future of Places at KTH Stockholm (Swe-
den), ETH Centre for Research on Architecture, 
Society and the Built Environment Zurich (Switzer-
land), and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Urban 
Culture and Public Space at TU Wien (Austria) – 
focused in the research module 2 on older people’s 
access to urban life. 

5 Social Impact
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Questions of accessibility, qualities, design 
and use of spaces at the intersection of the 
public and private spheres were addressed 
on the basis of a relational understanding 
of age(ing) as a process and lived space 
as an analytical field where crossovers 
between housing and public space research 
are facilitated. In coordination with the 
partners, the Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Urban Culture and Public Space carried  out 
numbers of activities during 2019 in order 
to proceed with the research, disseminate 
preliminary research results and develop a 
network of collaborators on Geographies of 
Age(ing) in Vienna and internationally. 

• Interim Workshop for all project partners, 
       Interdisciplinary Centre for Urban Culture and    
       Public Space on 15th-16th  January 2019 in 
       Vienna

• Dialogue Workshop - June 2019, Vienna.           
Relevant actors from local initiatives, institu-
tions and the city administration were invited to 
jointly discuss research findings together with 
the participants of the walking interviews.

• Case study in Zürich - individual and group      
interviews with senior citiizens (age 75+),           
followed by a dialogue workshop

• Case study in Stockholm (Farsta and Kungshol-
men) - focus group workshops, semi-structured 
and open-ended group interviews. The study 
addressed three aspects of public places and 
spaces (design characteristics, social activities 
and services) that the elderly respondents found 
most relevant for their everyday life.

Project activities during 2019

Preliminary findings of the studies will be proceed-
ed and discussed within the collaborating teams. 
In a next step a book contribution (Routledge) will 
be conceptualized, written and submitted until mid 
March 2020. Final conclusions and outcomes will be 
formulated on the basis of the material all three case 
studies in Stockholm, Zurich, Vienna.
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KTH & TU Wien Joint Visiting Professorship 
Program in Urban Studies

Project evaluationResearchers:

Sabine Knierbein Stefan Lundberg

4

4
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Project Description

The “KTH & TU Wien Joint Visiting Professorship 
Program in Urban Studies” is an educational pro-
ject at the interface of research and teaching, with 
the aim to develop and implement innovative and 
internationally oriented research-led-teaching cur-
ricula and to strengthen academic affairs between 
the KTH Centre for the Future  of  Places  and  the  
Interdisciplinary  Centre  for Urban Culture and 
Public Space (SKuOR, TU Wien, Austria). The urban 
studies program focuses on lived space issues related 
to planning, architecture and urban design educa-
tion, and fosters the introduction of contemporary 
research-led-teaching agendas to enhance students’ 
capacities and skills to include an understanding of 
urban life and of humanist aspects of urban devel-
opment. Students and colleagues are encouraged 
to further explore their capabilities to develop out-
standing concepts and approaches to civic, research 
and teaching innovation in their current and future 
job market. Running  from  1st  October  2018  –  30th  
September  2021,  the  program  consists  of  three  
academic  years each featured by a one-year Visiting 
Professorship. The visiting professors were selected 
and appointed according  to  three  annual  topics  in  
urban  studies  that  characterize  current  process-
es  and  challenges  of rapid urbanization and urban 
transformation.

Visiting Professors’ Reception at Vice Rector forAcademic Affairs 
at TU Wien, November 2019

Annual Topic 2019
Urban Citizenship. Public Space, Post-Migrational 
Perspectives and Civic Innovation
Debates on urban citizenship have been updated 
particularly in the fields of human geography and 
urban sociology in the past five years, identifying 
the need to revise notions of citizenship bound 
to the legal status of national identities with a 
particular emphasis on diversifying urban life.  
In the Academic Year 2019 the Interdisciplinary 
Centre for Urban Culture and Public Space in-
vited scholars to identify key challenges that this 
complex situation and the already gained insights 
in the humanities and social sciences pose to the 
doings and sayings of architects, planners and 
designers. As e.g. participation mechanisms in 
formal planning processes are often relating to 
legal status of inhabitants, and as particularly 
cultural theory provides e.g. postmigrational and 
post-colonial accounts to reconsider the notion 
of urban citizenship, we invite scholars to shed 
a light on new ways of research and teaching at 
the interface of urban studies and the spatial arts, 
with an emphasis on planning.

Download the annual report of KTH & TU Wien Joint Visit-
ing Professorship Program in Urban Studies

Next Generation Autonomous Suburbs 
Cooperation with the MIT Norman B. Leventhal 
Center for Advanced Urbanism (LCAU)
Researchers:

Alan M Berger Tigran Haas

Background
Autonomous driving (AD) and other automation 
technologies (AT) are rapidly emerging that 
will likely prove to be far more transformative 
to our ways of living, creating fundamental 
changes to society and the physical form of cities. 
These changes include radical new land-supply 
equilibriums, widespread flattening of the housing 
cost curve, and increased access to mobility by 
economically disadvantaged communities, the 
elderly, and those with reduced physical mobility.

The image of mobility in urban areas increasingly is 
one of more density, congestion, parking shortfalls, 
and overburdened mass transit systems. Removing 
human drivers from the mobility equation allows for 
a radical rethinking of how we use highly inefficient 
paved surfaces of cities, including parking lots, 
streets, driveways, garages, refueling stations, and 
many more. Recent research has demonstrated that 
a parking lot for autonomously parked vehicles 
could accommodate the same number of vehicles in 
62% less space. 

Directed Research: Next Generation 
Autonomous Suburbs
The MIT Norman B. Leventhal Center for Advanced 
Urbanism is a premier research center focused on 
the design and planning of large scale, complex, 21st 
century metropolitan environments. 

Research currently underway, is developing 
widely applicable parametric rule-sets for land-use 
conversion (from existing to AD) based on future
programming projections and land-use conversion 
processes. These metric rules for AD futures will be 
applied using urban modelling, to predict and design 
outcomes for metropolitan land uses.

This research will develop a rigorous and 
comprehensive vision for AD metropolitan areas,
one that considers all land-use types, and includes 
the integration and phasing strategies needed 
to unlock the wide-ranging benefits of a fully 
autonomous AD and AT future.

https://www.cfp.abe.kth.se/polopoly_fs/1.946155.1576482338!/KTH%20%20%20TU%20Wien%20Visiting%20Professorship%20Program%20in%20Urban%20Studies%202019_Annual%20Report_TU%20Wien.pdf
https://www.cfp.abe.kth.se/polopoly_fs/1.946155.1576482338!/KTH%20%20%20TU%20Wien%20Visiting%20Professorship%20Program%20in%20Urban%20Studies%202019_Annual%20Report_TU%20Wien.pdf
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Densification and Housing: a critical investigation 
of social sustainability and placemaking agendas 
in Stockholm and London - Cooperation with UCL
Researcher:

Catalina Turcu

Recent studies discuss at length the extent of 
the current housing crisis in countries such as 
Sweden and the UK. The Stockholm region is 
growing rapidly and so, a significant housing 
shortage has become apparent. Housing 
prices and costs have been skyrocketing, with 
apartment prices having increased by 200% in 
a decade; and ‘social renting’ lists of up to two 
decades waiting time. The London metropolitan 
area has also seen a notable rise in population 
in recent years and this has increased prices to 
unprecedented levels and made it difficult for 
vulnerable households to access housing. 

Both cities have earmarked densification of core 
urban areas and new housing development 
as solutions to this problem:  in Stockholm, 
densification takes place within strategic nodes 
connected by transport corridors, forming a 
star shaped metropolitan structure delimited 
by ten green edges, while in London, a range of 
densification options have been deployed, from 
building tall to the purchase of social housing 
estates by private developers for new private denser 
residential development. 

Urban densification has been seen as an approach 
to counteract urban sprawl and deliver sustainable 
development via more compact cities which 
facilitate more efficient transportation and use of 
resources. This thinking has been combined with 
the orthodoxy of public space at human-scale or 
‘cities for people’ to accommodate for the diversity 
of users and allow for positive social interactions 
in the urban environment. Both Stockholm and 
London have been using social sustainability and 
placemaking ideas to deliver denser as well as 
vibrant and socially viable urban environment and 
housing. 

Anecdotal evidence, however, points to the fact 
that in both cities the social sustainability agenda 
is used as a ‘veiled declaration’ for property-led 
development, which in turn is often connected 
to negative social impacts such as spatial 
displacement and segregation, gentrification 
and urban inequality. Moreover, placemaking is 
criticised for being aimed at ‘place-promotion’ and 
‘selling-the-city’, and used by the two cities (and 
their developers) to increase property prices (and 
returns) at the cost of low income households. 
Hence, this project aims to answer two questions 
from a comparative perspective:

Q1: What & where: What type of and where 
housing is delivered via densification in Stockholm 
and London?; and
Q2: How & For Whom: What role do the social 
sustainability and placemaking agendas play in 
shaping housing outputs and meeting housing need 
in Stockholm and London?

Urban Backstages
Cooperation with Theatrum Mundi 
Researcher:

Elahe Karimnia

Urban Backstages is a research project, 
initiated in late 2018, focuses on the design 
and provision of infrastructures for cultural 
production in four European cities – London, 
Paris, Glasgow and Marseille – taking the 
form of a detailed case-study led publication 
and set of propositional design and planning 
tools for city-makers. 

The project follows ethnography methodology 
including different instances of purpose built
and adapted cultural infrastructure. In each place 
[case study] we document the design, management, 
funding, activities they support, and the extra-eco-
nomic values they produce for their surroundings, 
and the kind of urban fabric they are situated.

The data collection and documentation for London 
and Glasgow case studies have been completed 
during 2019, and this process is followed up for Paris 
and Marseille during 2020. In London and Glasgow 
40interviews were conducted, and 27 interviews 
were selected for use on the database. We also use 
other methods such as document analysis, including 
policy document, planning proposals, and newspa-
per articles. Recently, we tried a participatory 
method through an exchange programme between

Glasgow and Marseille [3 days in each city and 
involving 8 actors in total] to analyse and compare 
different concepts and models of cultural infrastruc-
ture in each city through a series of visits, conversa-
tions and a  workshop.

Our recent approach for sharing the 
research can be summarised in three 
innovative formats we took:

1 . With the help of professional graphic and interac-
tion design studio, we have started a brand new and
innovative way to bring data together and created a 
database to archive and structure our data. 
The outcome also encompasses visualisation of data 
and the complex relationships between them. 
The database is completed for London and soon for 
Glasgow, and will be done for Marseille and Paris 
during 2020. 

2. We have decided to move our approach to writing 
up the research on from producing one major
report for each city, to producing a wider range of 
articles and mini-publications, allowing us to focus 
on specific questions. We have upcoming articles 
with MONU, Faktur, and Lo Squaderno journals, 
as well as existing mini-publications on extra case 
studies in London and Buenos Aires. 

3. We created an ethnographic short film to present 
the results of London case studies, exhibited in our 
exhibitions in Glasgow and Buenos Aires, and 
received really well by different range of audience. 
Our goal is to use this approach for other case stud-
ies and to make a film of the whole project including 
all four cities / case studies.

Project evaluation
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PhD research:
The Future of Street-based Retail (working title)
Researcher:

Rosa  Danenberg

The topic of my PhD research project is ‘The 
Future of Street-based Retail’. The research is 
a normative study focused on ‘streets as 
public space’ that employs quantitative as 
well as qualitative research methods.

The contribution of my PhD is intended to develop an 
understanding of past, present and future of street-based 
retail through looking at the changing character of urban 
commercial streets, the role of design and various factors 
affecting street-based retail that is studied within the 
disciplines of urban planning and design.  

Street-based retail is a traditional feature of in-
ner-city’s public spaces that has proliferated since 
the late 19th century in many European cities. Urban 
commercial streets can be recognized as concentrat-
ed retail corridors connecting various parts of the 
city. Their continuous, diverse, and active ground 
floor activities translate into vibrant social and eco-
nomic meeting places. The combination between its 
function as a ‘link’ that facilitate movement and the 
streets as ‘place’ that serves as a destination creates 
complex dynamics. 
More recently, the declining vibrancy of urban 
commercial streets has concerned both the academic 
community as well as practitioners in the field. 

Urban commercial streets are increasingly under-
stood as public spaces that hold significant social 
and economic values. Subsequently, a number of 
research projects have become concerned with the 
decline of traditional main and high streets and 
attempted to draw attention to its value as a public 
space, while also emphasizing its future challenges. 
Hence, urban commercial streets receive renewed 
attention focused on their challenge to act as an 
everyday public space that has the capacity to gener-
ate economic opportunity, social sustainability and 
cultural exchange. However, from an urban design 
perspective, the urban fabric of the traditional street 
network is believed to afford stability as well as the 
unique ability to adapt to socio-economic fluctua-
tions.
Focusing on Stockholm, the small, local and inde-
pendent product-oriented businesses that have tra-
ditionally dominated the urban commercial streets 
seems to decline while new types of service-orient-
ed businesses conquer small ground floor spaces. 
Street-based retail follows a dynamic course of 
continuous change, wherein the design can provide 
the capacity to adapt. It is to be investigated how the 
changing character of street-based retail affect the 
urban commercial streets in Stockholm and what 
role the design, planning and other factors play for 
future scenarios. 

4
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PhD research: How to ensure sustainable tourism 
management for better public spaces (working title)
Researcher:

Anna-Paula Jonsson

Project evaluation
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Background for the research problem
The overall research problem of the doctoral project 
concerns what it means for Municipal governments 
to sustainably plan for visitors, both local and 
international, as part of a broader objective to ensure 
a sense of high quality of life for urban residents. 
The research aims to contribute to the scientific 
body of knowledge that seeks to understand how a 
Municipal administration can leverage the visitor 
industry to contribute to a city’s vision of growth 
and identity. 

A common motivation for research in this field is the 
desire to reverse the trend of so called overtourism, 
which is increasingly experienced and observed in 
European heritage cities. Overtourism, an expres-
sion that conveys the idea of excessive impact from 
tourism on local culture and economy, is used 
increasingly to describe the results of touristifica-
tion, that is to say, the gradual molding of a place 
vis-à-vis its role as a tourist destination, rather than 
a locality that serves its residents in its own right.

Dissatisfaction with overtourism often emerg-
es when residents perceive that visitor numbers 
amount to a scale that exercises influence over the 
local economy and culture in a way that does not 
benefit them (the residents). This might be a result 
of local businesses catering increasingly to visitors 
rather than residents (leading to a loss of local char-
acter), apartments being rented out to short-term 
Airbnb rentals instead of permanent tenants, or 
overcrowded public spaces. Overcrowded spaces is 
probably one of the most common manifestations 
of overtourism, and is generally disliked due to the 
sense of physical discomfort it can cause among res-
idents going about their everyday life. In some cases, 
overtourism leads to resident numbers 
falling as cost of living goes up, the character of a 
place becomes less attractive, or the temptation of 
renting out one’s own dwelling to tourists becomes 
too profitable to resist or ignore. 

The research project 
To contribute to the above described challenge, the 
PhD project aims to design and conduct research 
in the area of how Municipal administrations are 
structured to plan for and manage a thriving visitor 
industry that grows within the limits (constant or 
changing) for each locality’s capacity to receive and 
adapt visitors. This PhD project defines the capacity 
to receive and adapt visitors as the level at which 
the visitor industry can thrive and add value to a 
city’s economy and development, without causing 
touristification at the expense of local culture and 
quality of life for residents. 

The objective of the research project is to 
understand municipal planning and management 
capacity vis-à-vis the visitor industry, and to identify 
areas of improvement. Examples of research to be 
conducted for this purpose might then include case 
studies of plan development in heritage areas that 
are popular visitor destinations. Another example 
of research might include stakeholder mapping of 
different actors in a Municipal Administration to 
better grasp relations of responsibility, power and 
interest in relation to safe-guarding a development 
of the visitor industry in a socially and economically 
sustainable manner. 
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PhD research: Urban Depth – Strengthening Ties 
between People and City They Live in (working title) 
Researcher:

Jing Jing

Why Loneliness? An overlooked challenge for 
sustainable cities

Many cities host an ageing population, and 
despite technological advances that allow 
people to connect more easily via a screen 
(Turkle, 1997), more urban residents today 
may experience loneliness than ever before.

Loneliness, which often associated with depression, 
recently has gained attention from governments as a 
critical challenge to human well-being (Holt-Lund-
stad, 2010) and has led to several new initiatives to 
address it. In the UK, for example, the Prime Minis-
ter launched the government’s first loneliness strat-
egy (2018). In Sweden, several organizations have 
set out special program for elderly to social activities 
and address the loneliness issue, and last year the 
district Kungsholmen of Stockholm city piloted a 
campaign to address elderly loneliness
(2018).

Loneliness and social isolation are not new phenom-
enon, though it might be peaking at a new historic 
level globally – _as it is recognized as a severe threat 
to public health (Cacioppo, 2018; Miller, 2011; Hawk-
ley, 2010).

Epidemiology studies has firmly established the 
correlation between social connections, health and 
longevity (Murthy, 2017; Stessman, et. al., 2010). 
However, the view on loneliness as a public health 
issue has not yet begun to be mainstreamed as a 
public planning challenge though new learning on 
the subject suggest that maybe it should be. 

Recent researches in sociology and psychology have 
shown neighborhood environment to be an impact-
ful variable effecting loneliness. 
Higher level of neighborhood satisfaction has been 
found to correlate to lower level of self-reported 
loneliness, higher level of sense of belonging and 
community engagement (Weijs-Perreé _et al., 2015). 

Source: Edward Hopper_Nighthawks
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Transportation studies have found that car 
ownership is seemingly associated with lower level 
of self-reported loneliness as it provides flexibility 
to bring people to travel in between places for social 
activities (Delmelle, 2013); multiple modes and 
higher frequency of public transportation are found 
to correlate to lower level of loneliness (van den 
Berg, 2011).

These suggest that urban neighborhood 
environment and transportation aspects are crucial 
infrastructures relevant to social interactions and 
social activities, which can impact the different risk 
levels of experiencing loneliness. However, it is not 
clear in the existing literature which conditions 
(physical, social and cultural) of neighborhoods are 
more likely to facilitate social interactions, bonding 
and mutual support which in turn may mitigate 
loneliness and enhance well-being. The research 
aims to provide initial learnings to fill this gap in the 
current knowledge.

During the past year, I have performed an extensive 
literature review and performed a study on the
conceptualization of public space. This study 
employed a multiple sorting tasks (MST) to test 
a method to explore perceptions of public space 
and its potential for people that are vulnerable to 
loneliness. The procedure integrates qualitative 
and quantitative aspects and obviates the challenge 
of people articulating how they interact with their 
surroundings, especially being aware of what 
features of their environment are influencing them. 
Two groups of people, elderly aged 64-75 and young 
people aged 24-35, were tested in the investigation. 

The finding has identified a set of general multi-
purpose places, with others being differentiated 
in terms of whether they were ‘hard’ or ‘soft’ and 
‘open’ or ‘enclosed’.  The study also found that 
people conceptualized public space differently when 
loneliness was the focus during the sorting process.
An assemblage of public spaces relevant for 
loneliness is also illustrated for the two groups 
respectively.  

A methodological paper has been produced and 
published in the peer review journal. The work 
provides a novel (methodological) contribution to 
planning and urban design discipline to address 
loneliness.

Further an expert focus group/roundtable 
discussion on loneliness, public space and urban 
design has been conducted during the past 
November at CFP in connection to my second paper 
addressing theoretical framework aspect. Seven 
professionals across disciplines of planning & urban 
design, social gerontology, landscape architecture, 
psychology and mental care hotline practice from 
Sweden, UK and US have actively participated in 
the meeting. A scientific paper peer review paper as 
prioritized output is currently under construction, 
targeting international planning and urban design 
community.

On the other hand, my participation in the centre’s 
project GoAL – Geographies of Age and Loneliness 
has gone through its second phase. We have 
conducted field work (Farsta), workshops with 
research participants and partners from Zurich and 
Vienna. The project is current developing a chapter 
for a Routledge book CARE, coauthoring with the 
research member from ETH and TU Vienna. 
The deliverable is expected in June 2020.

Urban neighborhood environment 
and transportation aspects are 
crucial infrastructures relevant to 
social interactions and social 
activities, which can impact the 
different risk levels of experiencing 
loneliness.  

“
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Partnership with UN-Habitat: 
“Public Space Research into Implementation 
for the New Urban Agenda”

The Centre for the Future of Places has been 
working closely with UN-Habitat in a partnership 
outlined in a Memorandum of Understanding 
signed in 2018, and currently being renewed 
through 2021. The Centre serves as a research 
hub for implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, a framework international agreement 
adopted by acclamation by all 193 member states 
of the United Nations, portions of which were 
developed in part by Centre personnel.

Among the projects: 

1) publication of books, book chapters, research 
articles, and edited research journal special issues; 

2) compilation of a database on public space 
research; 

3) development of a white paper of conclusions 
available on the UN-Habitat website; 

4) assistance with implementation pilot projects, 
including meeting with public officials, civic leaders 
and the media; 

5) participation in international conferences and 
public events, disseminating the Centre’s findings; 

6) further dissemination through websites, videos, 
and professional articles.

Centre director Tigran Haas chairs an “Expert Group Meeting” 
convened by UN-Habitat

“Our collaboration with the Centre 
for the Future of Places at KTH has 
a long history... and I think that 
process was so fundamental to 
influence the global thinking on 
the issue of public space. 
Laura Petrella, Head of Urban Planning and 
Design Branch, UN-Habitat

Categories of Outreach:

The project has had wide impact across many 
sectors and partners:

• International Agencies:  Partners and        
collaborators in events and publications 
include UN-Habitat, UN Environment            
Programme, and The World Bank.

• NGOs: Partners include HealthBridge     
(Canada), King Salman Center for Local    
Governance (Saudi Arabia), and Sustasis 
Foundation (USA).  

• Academic partners: The Centre has current 
or former collaborations with personnel and/
or departments at ETH Zurich, TU Vienna, 
MIT, Harvard, UCL, Unversity of Chicago, 
University of Newcastle, City University of 
New York, University of Cincinnati, New   
College Florida, Ben Gurion University,     
University of British Columbia, and others. 

• Students: The Centre’s personnel have        
lectured and presented its work to students  
at other institutions including Harvard      
University, Yale University, the University 
of Chicago, Da Nang University of Technol-
ogy, Prince Sultan University, Cape Town          
University, Khalifa University, and others.

A training session on public space implementation tools 
Nairobi, Kenya, 2019

A Da Nang, Vietnam newspaper headline with CFP delegation 

Michael Mehaffy was invited to lecture on the Centre’s research 
at Prince Sultan University, Ryadh, Saudi Arabia

International conferences, symposia, 
workshops, and high-level meetings in 2019:

• February 2019, training session on public 
space implementation tools, conducted by Se-
tha Low and Michael Mehaffy, at UN-Habitat,        
Nairobi, Kenya.

• May 2019, Side Event at the UN-Habitat            
Assembly, “Innovation Districts for Rapidly   
Urbanising Cities: Opportunities and Challeng-
es” with Ax:son Johnson Foundation, UN-Habi-
tat and other partners, Nairobi, Kenya.

• May 2019, symposium and peer review          
session to develop two book projects, City-wide 
public space strategies guide, and City-wide 
public space strategies - Compendium of inspir-
ing practices. Collaboration led by UN-Habi-
tat, with KTH Centre for the Future of Places.      
Nairobi, Kenya.

• May 2019, address at UN-Habitat Assembly 
by Michael Mehaffy of the Centre for the Future 
of Places, Nairobi, Kenya.  

“ The Centre for the Future of Places 
is essential to thinking about and 
creating the public policy that’s 
going to emanate from the New 
Urban Agenda...the findings, and 
the work that the Centre is doing, 
shows universal principles about 
public space.
Eugenie Birch, Chair, World Urban Campaign
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Srećko Horvat - After the Apocalypse
Book Project

Rapidly melting ice, rising sea levels and flooded cities, hurricanes, wildfires and droughts, mass migration 
and conflicts, climate apartheid and mass extinction: this has become our new reality and now we must 
prepare ourselves for what comes after.
 
In this post-apocalyptic rollercoaster ride through our possible futures, philosopher Srecko Horvat 
investigates the notion of the Apocalypse and suggests that the only way to prevent the end of the 
world as we know it is to engage in a ‘speculative critical theory’ that is not afraid to turn the current 
apocalyptic narrative upside-down and reveal its true ideological core. Why is everyone so obsessed with 
the Apocalypse? How can we explain the success of TV series like ‘Chernobyl’, phenomena such as ‘dark 
tourism’ or what Horvat calls the ‘commodification of the Apocalypse’? Why do some people empathize 
with the burning of Notre Dame and the flooding of Venice but not with other major catastrophies? What 
can popular culture and place-making, climate crisis and nuclear disasters tell us about the Apocalypse, 
and what can the notion of ‘the end’ teach us about constructing a different future? While everyone is 
worried about the coming end, Horvat offers us glimpses of the possible futures.
 
After the Apocalypse, a book of science-fiction philosophy, leads us on a whirlwind tour from different 
actually existing places like the exclusion zone of Chernobyl and the quickly changing Mediterranean to 
the imaginary places of the future.  

An ongoing cooperation with author Srećko Horvat and the 
Centre  for the Future of Places under the theme of “places 
of the future”. The book will be published by Polity Press in 
2020.

Civic Urbanism: Public Space, Social Capital and the 
Reconstruction of an Urban Commons 
Book Project

David Brain

The focus of this book is an analysis of 
the significance of the revival of urban 
public space as a critical component of an 
array of efforts aimed at moving toward a 
resilient, equitable and livable urbanism 
in the face of the daunting social, political, 
economic and ecological challenges of the 
21st century.  

The concept of a civic urbanism is proposed 
as a parallel to what has been called “civic 
environmentalism” (John 1994; Shutkin 2000), 
with its focus on collaborative problem solving 
and innovative approaches to effective democratic 
governance in the context of challenges that often 
transcend ordinary political boundaries and 
institutionalized routines.  

The core of this book reflects a convergence 
between two distinct lines of research.  
The first is a critical review of current empirical 
research on the form and functioning of public 
space, with the purpose of integrating empirical 
findings from different disciplinary perspectives 
within a theoretical and practical framework 
that links aspects of public space often regarded 
separately:  the physical design of urban spaces, 
social processes that constitute meaningful places, 
and the creation of social capital as a condition for 
effective democratic politics. 

The second line of research traces the recent history 
of efforts to reform the practice of urban planning in 
the context of a normative conception of urbanism, 
and a design-centered practice of urbanism.  

The gaps and contradictions in the research 
literature leave us between the horns of a practical 
dilemma. The positive revitalization of public space, 
intended to enhance urban livability, is associated 
with gentrification, displacement and exclusion. 
Where public space is defined in terms of access 
and visibility, the problem of free and open access 

becomes a problem of social control. 
If public space is defined in terms of open access, 
its safety and comfort often comes to depend 
on restricting who uses the space and for what 
purpose. These contradictions are at the heart of 
common conceptions of public space. 

There seem to be two potentially contradictory 
reasons for renewed attention to public space in 
recent years. 
The first seems to be its relationship to the idea 
of “place making” and its importance in creating 
an urban environment that can attract both 
investment and population. Perhaps ironically, the 
other seems related to the consequences of urban 
redevelopment, and the way a variety of social, 
economic and political processes have dramatically 
reshaped urban landscapes around the globe.

The book will build on the database of research 
currently being assembled by a multidisciplinary 
international team of researchers, as a project of 
the Center for the Future of Places at KTH, and the 
Ax:son Johnson Foundation. 

In addition to reviewing the growing body of 
empirical research relevant to understanding the 
importance and functioning of public space, the 
book will use selected case studies to serve as 
illuminating and accessible examples of the ideas 
derived from the research literature.  

Even as cities have confronted 
the consequences of ethnic 
diversity, stark economic inequality 
and unevenly distributed 
environmental risks, public space 
has been steadily eroded by 
privatization and securitization.

“
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Stolpe publishing house 
was founded in 2018 by 
Marika Stolpe, who has 
25 years of experience as 
a publishing director and 
publisher, including with 
Bonnier Publishing.

Stolpe produces specialist 
books of the very finest 
quality, which means they 
place a great emphasis 
on design, reproduction, 
printing and binding as 
well as high scholarly 
content. Stolpe covers a 
wide range of publications, 
and the subjects are often 
timeless.

The publishing house 
collaborates in full with 
the Swedish foundation 
Axel and Margaret Ax:son 
Johnson Foundation for 
Public Benefit. Their vision 
is to support individuals, 
ideas and projects in the 
humanities and social 
sciences.

Cooperation with Stolpe Publishing House

During 2019 the Centre for the Future of Places published 
two books in cooperation with Stolpe Publishing House. 
Our partnership is highly appreciated and will continue in 
2020.

Essays on Jane Jacobs

Jane Jacobs (1916–2006) gained 
international recognition with her 
groundbreaking book The Death and 
Life of Great American Cities and became 
a prominent political activist. 
But despite early worldwide attention, 
she remains unknown to many. Jacobs’ 
written work has an unusual breadth to 
it, with eight books ranging from

economics and ecology to politics and social philosophy, taking 
on the whole mystery of society. In this anthology, 13 writers con-
sider unique aspects of Jacobs, reassessing her work in the con-
text of our contemporary reality. They explore burning questions 
about how we build communities and cities – and how we can live 
together in them.  Read more about the authors.

Rural Urbanism

Every year when the summer comes, 
tourists replace the city’s actual residents, 
who instead gather at their countryside 
houses. But more and more people are 
moving to the big cities, or its suburbs, 
instead of staying in the countryside 
and farming the land.  At the same 
time, we are still dependent on what the 

the countryside has to offer, especially with regard to food.
What role will the countryside and the ecologically grown food 
play in the future? A new view of the countryside combined with 
urban cultivation may serve as solutions to the challenges we face. 
In this book, leading experts discuss the topic of sustainable food 
production and community planning.
Read more about the authors.

https://bokforlagetstolpe.com/jane-jacobs/
https://bokforlagetstolpe.com/se/rural-urbanism/
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Tigran Haas, KTH

• Haas, T. 2019. The Many Urban Lenses of Jane Jacobs – Jacobs’ Image of the City (Unabridged Ver-
sion), International Journal of Innovative Studies in Sociology and Humanities (IJISSH), ISSN 2456-
4931, Volume: 4 Issue: 11 | November 2019 Peer Reviewed

• Mehaffy, W. M. and Haas, T. 2019. Informality in the New Urban Agenda: A “New Paradigm?”, Berke-
ley Planning Journal 30, 6-22, ISSN: 1047-5192 Peer Reviewed

• Haas, T. 2019. Jane Jacobs Geographies of Place - Jacob’s Special Lens on the City (Abridged Version), 
International Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and Education (IJHSSE) Volume 6, Issue 9, Sep-
tember 2019, PP 30-42 ISSN 2349-0373 peer reviewed

• Meijling, J. and Haas, T. 2019 (Eds.) Samhällsbyggandet som mysterium (Built Environment as a Mys-
tery) Jane Jacobs ideér om människor, städer och ekonomier (Jane Jacobs Ideas about People, Cities, 
and Economies). Lund: Nordic Academic Press, ISBN: 978-91-88661-67-8 (Book)

• Haas, T. and Westlund, H. (eds.) 2019. In the Post Urban World” - Emergent Transformations of Cities 
and Regions in the Innovative Global Economy (Book) Routledge: New York, ISBN: 978-1138394155 
peer reviewed

• Haas, T., Westlund, H., Farrell, K. and J. Jing, (Eds) 2019. “Perspectives on Urban Realities: Challenges 
for Metropolitan Urban Regions”, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm US-AB ISBN 978-91-7873-
116-9

• Haas, T. & Mehaffy, M.W. 2019. Introduction: the future of public space, Urban Design International  
March 2019, Volume 24, Issue 1,  pp 75–75 peer reviewed Springer Nature Switzerland AG 1468-4519

• Mehaffy, T., Elmlund, P. and Haas, T. 2019. Public Space in the New Urban Agenda: Research into Im-
plementation, Journal of Urban Planning, Coigato Press 2019, ISSN 2183-7635 peer reviewed

• Olsson, K. and Haas, T. 2019. Heritage Urbanism—Urban Heritage and Planning and Design, An In-
troduction. Sustainability of Culture and Heritage, Sustainability Journal, MDPI ISSN 2071-1050 peer 
reviewed

• Mehaffy, M., Haas, T., Elmlund, P. 2019. “Public spaces and private conflicts in the New Urban Agen-
da”.  WIT Transactions on Ecology and the Environment, Vol 238, Ashurst, UK: WIT Press, 2019.

• Mehaffy, M. and Haas, T. 2019. The Key Factors of Success for Curating Main Streets, Journal of Engi-
neering and Architecture, December 2019, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 5-17, ISSN: 2334-2986, American Research 
Institute for Policy Development Peer Reviewed

• Jing, J., Canter, D. and Haas, T. 2019. Conceptualizing Public Space Using a Multiple Sorting Task–Ex-
ploring the Links between Loneliness and Public Space, Urban Science Journal, MDPI (Basel, Swit-
zerland) Urban Sci., Volume 3, Issue 4, 1-23, (107) ISSN 2413-8851 Peer Reviewed

Michael Mehaffy

• Mehaffy, M. (2019). “New Urbanism and the New Urban Agenda.” In A Research Agenda for New Ur-
banism (2019).  Cheltenham UK: Edward Elgar Publishing.

• Mehaffy, M. (2019). “Assessing Alexander’s Later Contributions to a Science of Cities.” Urban Science 3 
(2), 59

• Mehaffy, M. (2019). “Curating Main Streets: The factors of success.” In Street Life: The Future of Urban 
Retail . Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

• Mehaffy, M. (2019). “A City is Not a Technopole.”  In Why Yachay, Michael Sorkin, ed. New York: Terre-
form.

• Mehaffy M. (2019). “The Power of Urbanism, and the Importance of Spreading it Around.” In Ten Years 
of Urban City Research, Peter Elmlund, ed. Stockholm: Axess.

• Mehaffy, M. (2019). “The Gentrification Challenge.”  In Our City: Countering Exclusion in Public Space.  
Minouche Besters, Editor.  Rotterdam: STIPO. 

• Mehaffy, M. and Low, S. (2019). “The resurgence of public space: from the Charter of Athens to the New 
Urban Agenda.” The Journal of Public Space 3 (3), 1-24

• Haas, T. and Mehaffy, M. (2019). “The Future of Public Space.” Urban Design International 24 (1), 75-75

• Mehaffy, M., Haas, T., and Elmlund, P. (2019). “Public Space in the New Urban Agenda: Research into 
Implementation.” Urban Planning 4 (2), 134-137.

• Mehaffy, M., Elmlund, P. and Farrell, K. (2019). “Implementing the New Urban Agenda: the central role 
of public space.” Urban Design International 24 (1), 4-6

• Mehaffy, M., Elmlund, P. and Haas, T. (2019). “The Private Lives of Public Spaces.” In Handbook of Pub-
lic Space. Cheltenham UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. 

• Mehaffy, M., Haas, T. and Elmlund, P. (2019). “Public spaces and private conflicts in the New Urban 
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• Mehaffy, M., Kryazheva, Y., Rudd, A. and Salingaros, N. (2019). A Pattern Language for Growing Re-
gions. Portland: Sustasis Press

Hans Westlund, KTH

• From words to action: Linking sanitation policy to service delivery in Rwanda and Uganda. 
Development Policy Review. 2019. (Co-authors: Nelson Ekane, Marianne Kjellén, Amans 
Ntakarutimana and Daniel Mwesige)

• Determinants of Social Networks in Rural China: Does Transportation Have a Role to Play? Social 
Science Quarterly 2019, DOI: 10.1111/ssqu.12647. (Co-authors: Ailun Xiong, Xianhua Sun and Hongyi Li).

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/dpr.12428#.XFD4Pfhk0EM.email
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• Why some rural areas decline while some others not: An overview of rural evolution in the world. 
Journal of Rural Studies, Volume 68, May 2019, Pages 135-143, (Co-authors: Yuheng Li, Yansui Liu)

• Does social capital influence small business entrepreneurship? Differences between urban and rural 
China. Annals of Regional Science (forthcoming) Published online 06 July 2019 (Co-authors: Xianhua 
Sun, Ailun Xiong, Hongyi Li and Yuheng Li).

• Agriculture’s transformation and land-use change in a post-urban world: A case study of the 
Stockholm region. Journal of Rural Studies. Published online 27 July 2019  (Co-author: Pia Nilsson)

• Urban Economy. Published in the Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia on Urban and Regional Studies 2019. 

(Co-authors: Karima Kourtit and Peter Nijkamp).

Charles R. Wolfe

• Wolfe, C.R. Urbanism Without Effort (UWE) (Island Press, 2013) rev. ed. 2019.

• Wolfe, C.R. Urbanism without Effort, When a city’s character honors and reflects the local culture, 
everyone benefits. NextCity, Published online 25 Ferbruary 2019

• Wolfe, C.R. The Practical Confessions of an Urbanist Pilgrim, Planetizen, Published online 07 May 
2019

• Wolfe, C.R. A Good Read for Planners and Peers: Why Old Places Matter, Planetizen, Published 

online 13 February 2019

• Wolfe, C.R. On Different Ways to See a Place, Planetizen, Published online 02 January 2019

Setha Low, CUNY New York

• Low, S. and M. Maguire (Eds.) (2019). Spaces of Security: Ethnographies of Securityscapes, Surveil-
lance and Control. New York: New York University Press.

• Low, S. (Ed.). (2019) Routledge Handbook of Anthropology and the City: Engaging the Urban and the 
Future. London and New York: Routledge.
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• Low, S. (2020) Social Justice for Evaluating Public Space. In V. Mehta. Handbook of Public Space, 
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Sabine Knierbein & publications connected to the Visiting Professorship Program 
in Urban Studies, TU Wien
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(2019) Borders and refuge: Citizenship, mobility and planning in a volatile world. Planning Theory and Practice, 
20(1), pp.99-128.

• Viderman, T. and Knierbein, S. (2018) Public space unbound: Emancipatory praxis and lived space. In: S. 
Knierbein, T. Viderman (eds) Public space unbound: Urban emancipation and the post-political condition. 
Routledge London/New York, pp.270-280.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2019.03.003
https://rdcu.be/bI1IY
https://rdcu.be/bI1IY
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S074301671830370X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S074301671830370X?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118568446.eurs0362
http:// Wolfe, C.R. Urbanism Without Effort (UWE) (Island Press, 2013) rev. ed. 2019. 
http:// Wolfe, C.R. Urbanism Without Effort (UWE) (Island Press, 2013) rev. ed. 2019. 
https://nextcity.org/features/view/urbanism-without-effort
https://nextcity.org/features/view/urbanism-without-effort
https://www.planetizen.com/blogs/104216-practical-confessions-urbanist-pilgrim
A Good Read for Planners and Peers: Why Old Places Matter
https://www.planetizen.com/blogs/102891-good-read-planners-and-peers-why-old-places-matter
https://www.planetizen.com/blogs/102185-different-ways-see-place


42

Marie Glaeser & publications connected to the Geographies of Age Project, 
ETH Zürich

• Christensen, L., Glaser, M., Lehner, J. et al. Ageing in the city. Challenges of affordability and access to 
the housing markets of Vienna and Zurich, in: Urban Science, Special Issue Innovations in Affordable 
Housing at the Nexus of the Market and the State, 2020 (under revision)

• Gabauer, A., Glaser, M., Lundberg, S. et al., Age-friendly Cities – Everyday Dimensions of Urban Care, 
in: Gabauer, A., Knierbein, S., Cohen, S., Lebuhn, H., Trogal, K., Viderman, T. (eds.), Cities and Care, 
Routledge 2020 (accepted)

• Lehner, J., Gabauer, A., Everyday infrastructures of age(ing) – Towards an extension of methodological 
approaches in planning (Original Title in German: Alltagsinfrastrukturen des Alter(n)s – Zur 

Erweiterung methodischer Zugänge für die Planung), in: Jahrbuch Raumplanung, 2020 (accepted).

Mattias Höjer, KTH

• Francart, Höjer, Mjörnell, Orahim, von Platten, Malmqvist Skaring indoor space: Stakeholders’ 
perspectives and energy metrics, Submitted Dec 2019

• Gaffney, Rockström, Falk, Bhowmik, Bergmark, Henningson, Höjer, Jackson, Klingenfeld, Loken, 
Nakicenovic, Srivastava, Wilson. (2019) Meeting the 1.5°C climate ambition – moving from incremental 
to exponential action, Report to the UN Climate action summit 2019

• Denell, Höjer, Fjellander et al, Resurseffektiva lokaler i Sverige – Lokaldelning som norm, Royal 
Academy of Engineering Sciences.

• Hongo, Höjer, Francart, Kishita,  Occupancy survey for efficient use of office space for reducing energy 
consumption: A case study of Swedish university buildings (Not final title), Manuscript.

Rosa Danenberg, doktorand KTH

• Danenberg, R., forthcoming. The Urban Morphology of the Main Street. In: Talen & Kickert: Street Life 
the Future of Urban Retail. Toronto Press

• Danenberg, R. et al., 2018. Main street plot scale in urban design for inclusive economies: Stockholm 
case studies. Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers – Urban Design and Planning. 

• Danenberg, R. & Haas, T. (2018). New trends in bottom-up urbanism and governance-reformulating 
ways for mutual engagement between municipalities and citizen-led urban initiatives. In: The Palgrave 
Handbook of Bottom-Up Urbanism (s. 113-129). Springer International Publishing.

Jing Jing, doktorand KTH

• 2019 Jing, J.; Canter, D.; Haas, T. Conceptualizing Public Space Using a Multiple Sorting Task–Exploring 
the Links between Loneliness and Public Space. Urban Science. 2019, 3, 107. (Peer Review)

• Jing, J. Micro Urban Renewal - Community Gardens in Shanghai, in Danenberg, R.; et al. (eds.) The City 
at Eye Level for Kids, Stipo. (Book Chapter)

https://www.iva.se/publicerat/okad-lokaldelning-nyckel-till-resurseffektiv-bygg--och-fastighetssektor-menar-iva-rapport/
https://www.iva.se/publicerat/okad-lokaldelning-nyckel-till-resurseffektiv-bygg--och-fastighetssektor-menar-iva-rapport/
https://doi.org/10.1680/jurdp.18.00031
https://doi.org/10.1680/jurdp.18.00031
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Iceland Expert Public Space Seminar - 
The Futures of Public Space and Beyond

One of the Centre’s key events in 2019 was 
a special symposium that featured some 
of the world leading  experts in the field of 
urbanism.

The symposium presented some of the world’s 
leading experts in the field. The event took place in 
the Nordic House in Reykjavik Iceland on the 14th of 
May 2019, and as such it was a closed event, not open 
to the public, except for the researchers in the public 
space research database project.

An output of the symposium will be the “Icelandic 
Book on Public Spaces & Beyond”, produced as an 
anthology with all authors-speakers included. 
The project on the book will commence shortly after 
the Reykjavik meeting, and will be published by 
the Swedish renowned “Stolpe” Book publishers 
in Stockholm, Sweden. The Symposium also has a 
backdrop in the guide of the Public Spaces Research 
Database Project. The event was part of our ongo-
ing discussion series on public spaces and the first 
Pegasus Symposium celebrating the book’s 

Participants of the symposium. Photo: Marta Marko-Tisch

creation in place, on public space futures & 
beyond with speaches in the fields of architecture, 
anthropology, sustainability, urban planning, 
urban theory, political science, environmental 
psychology, urban planning, urban design, 
urban sociology, and criticism. Each installment, 
keynote talk and chapter of the book brought 
together different perspectives on a single topic 
but on a path of convergence. 

Originating from a desire to start a public 
conversation about the built environment, 
keynotes posed provocative themes and 
questions as well as speculations about the above 
mentioned elements of the public.
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The City 2.0: smart People, Places, Planning
Boston, 11-12 November 2019

The Centre for the Future of Places, 
together with The Jheronimus Academy of 
Data Science (JADS), The Regional 
Science Academy (TRSA) and Harvard 
Kennedy School - Harvard University, 
Cambridge (USA), organized an Advanced 
Brainstorm Carrefour (ABC) on the topic of 
The City 2.0.

The ABC took place at Harvard University in Boston 
and addressed challenging questions from a research 
and policy angle. The emphasis was on unconven-
tional thinking – from a microcosmic perspective 
– on the complex organization and future of urban 
systems, including big data and artificial intelligence.

Presenting new ways of thinking

The aim was not to deliver standard conference 
papers, but to present new ways of thinking 
(conceptual, theoretical, strategic, operational or 
planning) that would be signposts or eye-openers for 
the city of the future. 

The challenges of the New Urban World

Demographic dynamics and urban growth are one 
of the most salient developments on our planet. 
The world population is rapidly increasing in size, 
while urbanization is rising even more rapidly. 
At present, already more than one half of the 
world population lives in urban areas and this 
trend is expected to continue in the decades to come. 
Urban vitality and sustainable urban living is one 
of the great challenges of the ‘New Urban World’. In 
the light of these challenges, a new term has been 
introduced: ‘smart’ (or ‘intelligent’) cities. 
A smart city aims to improve its performance using, 
in particular through an intelligent governance of 
knowledge, information and digital technology.

Richard Florida - From the Creative Class To 
The Urban Crisis

Forget about road construction, arenas and 
business parks. It is people who really make 
a difference. The key to the success of a city is 
that it can attract a mix of creative people in 
the arts, high tech, academia and professional 
services, Richard Florida wrote in “The Rise of 
the Creative Class almost 20 years ago.

The book had a great impact and has played a 
major role in urban planning and local politics 
around the world.

Today, Florida notes that his predictions 
were right - but also that the coin has two 
sides. In successful cities, property prices are 
skyrocketing and the social stratification is 
becoming increasingly problematic. 
The creative class pushes other groups away. 
New policies are needed to meet developments, 
and in that play mayors an equally important 
role as heads of government.

The Centre for the Future of Places invited Professor Richard Florida to hold a lecture 
in connection to his honorary doctorate ceremony, 15 November 2019 at KTH.

Professor Florida’s lecture was followed by a 
panel discussion on the topic of the urban crisis.

Panelists were:

•  Hans Westlund, professor KTH
•  Ola Andersson, architect and debater, 
        Andersson Arfwedson Architects
•  Keri Facer, Professor University of Uppsala

Moderator was Tigran Haas, director of the KTH 
Centre for the Future of Places

Photo: Marta Marko-Tisch
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Extrovert Interior: Publicness and the Contemporary 
Museum
A one-day conference organized by ANCB and the 
Centre for the Future of Places, 26 January 2019, Berlin

In the past decade, we have witnessed a radical expansion of the space, remit, and role of the museum as a 
public institution. This has taken the form of an increasing shift from public space to public programme, 
from the spatial organisation of artefacts to the temporal organisation of events that places the museum’s 
activities solidly in line with the production of discourse, atmospheres, experiences, and social networking. 
These activities, further, are often undertaken outside the actual museum building, in urban space, and 
may indeed be ‘hosted’ by other places of urban knowledge and cultural production, thus blurring these 
lines even further.

Could the expansion of the remit of museum practices provide access to other social groups, audiences, and 
interests, thereby making way for a democratisation of discourse and knowledge? What does this mean 
in terms of challenging the centrality of the metropolis, the capital city, and the regional centre in relation 
to the rural? What does it mean in relation to a contemporary understanding of publicness and the role 
of public space within the city? Finally, what do these processes of dissolution, expansion, withdrawal, 
and outreach mean for architecture, the discipline traditionally charged with erecting ‘the edifice’ of the 
museum?

Bookrelease -”Samhällsbyggandet som mysterium”

The KTH Centre for the Future of Places in cooperation with White arkitekter and 
Nordic Academic Press arranged a seminar and book release event for the newly 
published ”Samhällsbyggandet som mysterium – Jane Jacobs idéer om människor 
städer och ekonomier”.

The book with thirteen authors and researchers 
introduces Jane Jacobs as a contemporary 
commentator. It gives a new and broader view 
of Jacob’s long authorship, and shows how her 
thinking is more current than ever before. The 
question of how we build viable, long-term 
sustainable and just societies and cities has become 
more difficult to answer in a troubled world with 
uncertain values - this raises attention to rarely 
discussed thoughts in Jane Jacobs’s books, from her 
first debut in 1941 to her last book in 2004.

• Does a new era also need a new concept of 
sustainability? 

• What makes a civilization sustainable?

• Is it possible to understand and plan what we 
really need?

• Community building and liberal democracy - 
how do they relate?

• Can urban planning cope with independent 
citizens?

With the contribution of:

• Per Svensson – journalist, author and 
       political editor, Dagens Nyheter

• Jonna Bornemark – professor in philosophy, 
director of  The Center for Studies in Practical 
Knowledge at Södertörn University

• Frida Rosenberg, Ph.D., researcher,               
co-author of the upcoming English translation

• Ola Andersson, architect and author, 
Andersson Arfwedson Architects 

• Sara Grahn, architect, White arkitekter

• Sofia Wiberg, Ph.D., researcher, KTH and 
Södertörn University
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CARE – Cities. Action. Research and Education
International Urban Studies Conference at TU Wien, Austria
20 – 22 November 2019

Embedded in the KTH & TU Wien 
Joint Visiting Professorship Program 
in Urban Studies at TU Wien, the 
conference worked across urban 
practice and urban theory. 

We invited an interdisciplinary public from 
universities, research institutes, offices, public 
authorities, activist groups, consultancies, and 
others to present contributions to the field of 
urban studies that address aspects of care through 
foci on research ethics, concepts, methodologies or 
empirical evidence.

Outline 

With the focus on action, research and education, 
the conference exploreed mutually formative 
relations between cities and care. We discussed 
ambivalences inherent to care in regard to 
achieved progresses and ongoing struggles as well 
as to reflect on the power of caring practices in 
shaping solidary urban futures. 

The conference pursued  a more systematic 
integration of a plurality of empirical, 
methodological, theoretical and ethical approaches 
to care in urban studies, and invites different 
disciplinary perspectives, including social 
sciences, humanities and the spatial arts.

In all of the three thematic panels the confer-
ence explores different notions of care, and thus 
invites contributions reflecting one or more of the 
following aspects:

• Lack of Care and Social Inequality: Precarity, 
Marginalization and the Production of 
Disadvantage;

• Urban Regimes of Care: (Capitalist) 
Colonization of Care Relations and 
Urbanization;

• Care, Labour and Society: Between 
Individualization, Solidarization and 
Collectivization;

• Care and the Ordinary: Lived Space, (the 
Critique of) Everyday Life;

• Geographies of Encounter and Public Space: 
Affect, Performativity and Care;

• Care Ecologies: Controversies around Urban 
Scales and Efforts of Scaling Care;

• Care from a Transnational and Trans-
local Perspective: Migration, Mobility and 
Postmigration;

• Ambivalences of Care: Between Careful, 
Careless and Carefree Cities

The goal of the conference was to 
forward thoughts about care in three 
themes: 1. socio-spatial (in)equalities 
and the work of care; 
2.  struggles and contestations 
around care and 
3. new care arrangements and civic 
innovation.

“

City as Flux: Interrogating the Changing Nature of 
Urban Change
AAG Annual Meeting, April 2019, Washington DC

Urbanists – particularly those with backgrounds in 
the professional fields like architecture, landscape 
architecture, urban design and city planning – tend 
to be trained to view the city as an object that is 
planned, designed and built according to definitive 
visions. In reality, the city is constantly changing 
at different time scales: by the hour, the week, the 
year, the decade and the century. Thus, while urban 
geographers and historians have studied change for 
quite a while, such thinking has not permeated the 
world of practice in a meaningful manner. 

The philosopher Henri Bergson offered a diagnosis 
of this dilemma several decades ago [Bergson, 
The Creative Mind, 1946, p. 131]: “The point is that 
usually we look at change, but we do not see it. 
We speak of change, but we do not think it. 
We say that change exists, that everything changes, 
that change is the very law of things: Yes, we say it 
and we repeat it; but those are only words, and we 
reason and philosophize as though change did not 
exist. In order to think change and see it, there is a 
whole veil of prejudices to brush aside, some of them 
artificial, created by philosophical speculation, the 
others natural to common sense.”

A session of lectures, sponsored by KTH Centre for the Future of 
Places and Urban Geography Speciality Group

The session consisted of scholars who study 
urban change but are also interested in matters 
of practice, including practices that can lead to 
meaningful change, such as fundamental urban 
transformation. Each scholar presented research 
that challenges our conventional understanding 
of not only the city as a static object, but also 
challenges our understanding of how urban 
change actually occurs. The session offered a 
series of valuable empirical insights as well as 
theoretical implications for different modes of 
practice that engage directly with urban change.

• Contesting Change in New York City
       by Samuel Stein, CUNY

• Money Matters: How Financialization Affects 
the Materiality of the Built Environment, by 
Rachel Weber, University of Illinois

• Blueprints versus Tactics: The Case of 
Neighborhood Planning

       by Emily Talen, University of Chicago

• Fits and Starts: Las Vegas and the Nature 
of Urban Change by Aseem Inam, Cardiff 
University
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This Space Between Us
Installation at the Tbilisi Architecture Biennial, Georgia

IMAGE MACHINES
Through This Space Between Us, Secretary attempts a formal engagement with modernism, by way of the 
precise framing of a diffuse modern dream in architectural terms. Through this installation, we test an 
architectural gaze that admits that its lens is fractured and that its performances are implausible at the 
best of times, but that sees value in the porous plinth of Fisksätra, with its rough concrete walls below and 
garden courtyards above.

This Space Between Us was produced, with the support of the Center for the Future of Places at KTH in Stockholm 
and of IASPIS-Konstnärsnämnden, for the Tbilisi Architectural Biennial.
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The Athena Lecture Series

The Centre for the Future of Places offers a rich 
series of lectures by internationally recognized 
scholars in the field of urban sociology, 
architecture, urban design, urban and city 
planning and landscape architecture. 

During their visit, the invited guests present 
their scholarly and creative research in a public 
lecture. The lecture is followed by an engaging 
discussion with the public, led by  a moderator. 
Planned alongside the lectures are often a variety of 
activities designed to provide students & faculty the 
opportunity to further engage with the lecturer.

During its existence “The Athena Lecture Series” 
has grown to be a well-known and popular event 
series among students, researchers and the 
external public alike. The series has even earned 
international attention. ETH Zurich decided to adopt 
the series and will arrange their own Athena events 
during 2020.

   
    

In 2019, the following scholars presented at 
The Athena Lecture Series:

Athena Lecture Series design by ETH Zürich

“The Athena Lecture Series 
presented 20 world class female 
scholars at KTH 2017-2019. 

Emma Waterton, Western 
Sydney University - “Feeling the 
Past: Heritage, Encounter and 
Engagement” 

Professor Karen A. Franck, 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
“Memorials Contested and Resisted”

Professor Margaret Crawford, 
University of California, Berkeley
“Everyday Urbanism: Public Spaces 
and Beyond”

Professor Jane Margaret Jacobs, 
Yale-NUS College Singapore
“Learning from where? Pedagogies 
for an Urban Age”

The Ideopolis Exchanges

The Ideopolis exchanges (colloquiums) are  
academic meetings or seminars led by a 
different lecturer and on a different topic. 

These talks are special in the sense that each of 
them focuses on a controversial and hard-sensitive 
topic aimed at empowering the audience through 
hard talk, to break the conventional boundaries 
and deconstruct hard issues in a novel way, 
but promoting an inclusive, enriching culture 
of dialogue of mutual benefit.  The talks are 
succeeded by a high-level panel of three guests 
discussing and analyzing the theme.

In 2019 the Centre for the Future of Places       
invited two scholars to present at the Ideopolis 
Exhanges. Both talks attracted a dedicated public 
and generated lively discussions afterwards. The 
series will continue with two talks even in 2020.

“Science, Biophilia, and the Evolution of 
Architecture” - Dr. Nikos Salingaros, 
University of Texas

Professor Salingaros is 
the author of six books 
on architectural and 
urban design, translated 
into six languages, 
and over 120 academic 
papers. His work 
emphasizes deriving 
evidence-based rules

for the built environment using scientific 
methods. His work links human-scale urbanism 
to developing architectural movements such 
as P2P Urbanism, the Network City, Biophilic 
Design, Self-Built Housing, Generative Codes, 
and Sustainable Architecture. Professor  
Salingaros has collaborated with the visionary 
architect and software pioneer Christopher 
Alexander, helping to edit the four-volume work 
on The Nature of Order during its twenty-five-
year gestation.

“Beyond Mobility - Planning Cities for 
People and Places”  - Robert Cervero  
Professor Emeritus, University of 
California, Berkeley

on numerous transportation and urban planning 
projects worldwide. His most recent book, Beyond 
Mobility, won the 2019 National Urban Design Best 
Book Award. He is the first-ever recipient of the 
Dale Prize for Excellence in Urban Planning Re-
search In 2013, he was ranked among the top 100 
City Innovators Worldwide by UMB’s Futures 
Cities. Professor Cervero was a contributing author 
to the 2014 IPCC Fifth Assessment Report and was 
lead author on UN-Habitat’s 2013 Global Report on 
Sustainable Mobility.

The lecture was followed by a panel discussion 
with:
• Yusak Susilo - Professor in Transport Analysis 
and Policy, KTH

• Karolina Isaksson - Adjunct Professor in Urban 
Planning, KTH
• Andrew Karvonen - Associate Professor, Urban 
and Regional Studies, KTH

Moderator: Tigran Haas - director, KTH Centre for 
the Future of Places

Robert Cervero works in 
the area of sustainable 
transportation policy and 
planning, focusing on 
the nexus between urban 
transportation and land-
use systems. He has and 
continues to serve as an 
advisor and consultant
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The Centre for the Future of Places 
Event Dictionary

1. The “Delphi Conversations™” 
    (Roundtables)

The roundtable discussion will be an opportu-
nity for the invited international participants to 
get together in an informal setting to examine 
issues of urbanism as they relate to their spe-
cific interest, practice and research. There is no 
formal agenda: the participants will determine 
the discussion points as one goes along but 
the moderator will have some key themes for 
discussion. It is usually four guests and a mod-
erator. The Delphi (Oracle) Conversations are 
being taped every time and can include a live 
audience. Two Delphi’s are planned per year.

2. The “Athena Lectures & Talks Series™”    
      (Talks) 

The Athena Talks Series is an annual inter-
national conference on a leading urbanism 
paradigm and its relationship to the phenome-
non of Public Places and Urban Spaces, while 
Athena Lectures is an ongoing series of high 
level talks with invited guests. The Athena 
Talks also include the twenty  internationally 
distinguished urban studies female scholar’s 
lectures; by bringing the brightest minds, most 
engaging speakers, and influential people to 
KTH campus, the Center wants to encourage 
thought-provoking conversations and genesis 
of new ideas.

3. The “Pegasus Symposium™”
    (Seminars)

The symposium or seminar is meant as, either 
a smaller limited group of people meeting or a 
larger gathering in form of a smaller conference 
for the public discussion of some topic especial-
ly one in which the participants form an audi-
ence and make presentations. 

The Pegasus Symposiums will always focus on 
a ‘burning’ issue within urban planning and 
urban design and will include guest speakers 
from Nordic, EU and other countries. The sym-
posiums will often have a moderator and key-
note speeches followed by panel discussion and 
a possible workshop session.

4. The “Apollo Gatherings™” 
     (Conferences)

The Apollo Gatherings are focused on organiz-
ing or co-organizing major international con-
ference(s), either in Sweden or internationally 
as standalone or in co-partnership. Apollo is 
primarily an academic gathering when it comes 
to speakers and tracks - a conference for re-
searchers (also not necessarily academics) to 
present and discuss their work. Together with 
academic or scientific journals, the Apollo 
Gatherings will provide an important channel 
for exchange of information between research-
ers and promotion of the center’s ideas interna-
tionally. 

5. The “Agora Discussions™” 
     (Ideas)

The Agora Discussions are internal meetings of 
the researchers in the Centre with a few invited 
guests. They are weekly or biweekly incuba-
tors for new ideas in the field, especially ideas 
relating directly to public spaces. It’s an arena 
for discussions not for presentations, though at 
times such happen but in a short manner. 
Current issues and state of the art literature 
in the field is discussed and debated as well as 
new ideas that are presented from a different 
point of view. Together with these sessions, the 
Centre has a weekly or biweekly “fika” 
arranged.

6. The “Civitas International Series™” 
     (Lectures)

The Civitas International Series is a continua-
tion of guest talks that were an integral part of 
Civitas Athenaeum Laboratory (CAL), a plat-
form integrated into the Centre for the Future 
of Places (CFP).  Civitas is a mix of lectures, 
talks and seminars given by guests within 
urban and regional studies at the School, 
Department and KTH, but always having the 
center as the host for this. The physical built 
environment and its interaction with the social 
structures of today’s cities is a complex field 
and the talks focus on that in different macro/
meso/micro scales.

7. The “Athene Noctua™” 
    (Interviews & Podcasts)

The Noctua series is focused primarily on “one 
to one” interviews with leading placemakers 
within different disciplines and areas of work 
related to the public realm. In addition to that 
a podcast, or  generically netcast, is an episodic 
series of digital and video audio files – talks & 
interviews - which can be download and listen 
to. A podcast is an audio program, like a radio 
show, that is made by the Centre’s staff and then 
posted to the Internet for open access down-
loads and listening to. Often Athena Noctua 
will include both in one.

8. The “Athenaeum Assembly™” 
     (Meetings)

The assembly’s purpose is to enable a public 
facility to meet for open discussion on a special 
topic. The Athenaeum is primarily concerned 
with the global urban agenda and world urban 
forum topics, i.e. also all things pertaining to 
the global south as well as the developed world. 

The assembly might take form of a conference 
but more often a specialized meeting of decision 
and policy makers, professionals and activists 
as well as academics. The assembly is often 
placed and executed in an international setting 
and done together with the partners.

9. The Ionic Retreats™” 
     (Outings)

The Ionic retreat is another internal activity of 
the Centre where the researchers and the staff 
meet maximum twice a year in a retreat for 2 
days and discuss the modus operandi of the 
center, upcoming activities, research projects, 
staff issues, international meetings, strategic 
issues, financing and other things. 
At this time, the academic board, or some of the 
members, will be invited via skype/conference 
call/live media to participate in some sessions. 
Also an invited, inspiring international speaker 
might join for the opening of the retreat.

10. The “Ideopolis Exchanges™” 
      (Colloquiums)

The Ideopolis Exchanges – colloquiums - an 
academic meeting or seminar usually led by a 
different lecturer and on a different topic – is 
special in the sense that at each meeting 
presentation will center on a controversial and 
hard-sensitive topic aimed at empowering the 
audience through hard talk to break the 
conventional boundaries and deconstruct hard 
talk issues in a novel way, but promoting an 
inclusive, enriching culture of dialogue of mu-
tual benefit.  The talk will be succeeded by a 
high level panel of three guests discussing and 
analyzing the theme.
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The message

Both in its strategic communication and by 
operative outputs the Centre for the Future of 
Places aims to position itself as follows:

• an international hub for research about the 
future of places

• produces interesting and relevant results
• serves as a collaboration of researchers from 

the areas of architecture, housing, urban and 
regional studies

• a living venue where several scientific 
disciplines and fields work together

The target groups:
• researchers and the research community
• students and teachers at KTH and other 
       universities in Sweden and internationally
• companies, authorities, organizations with an 

interest in the themes we tackle

Website

cfp.abe.kth.se
The Centre’s website serves as a focal point in our 
communication. In 2019 the number of visitors has
continued to grow significantly.
             Both site visits and unique site visits grew in 2019   

                                                                                       (source: Google Analytics)     
         

               39% of the visitors are between 25 and 34 years old.             A majority of the website’s visitors are women.
              (source: Google Analytics)                        

Achieved 

During 2019, we managed to achieve a significant 
growth of public on all our channels and by that we 
have been able to inform a wider group of people 
about the Centre’s research, news and activities. 

As a result of an active presence on 
different communication channels,  
our collaborations with universities 
worldwide, our international 
events and nevertheless our 
researches who participate at 
numerous conferences worldwide, 
the Centre for the Future of Places 
has become widely recognized among 
researchers in the field of urbanism.

“

Social media

The Centre for the Future of Places manages a joint 
Twitter account with the Ax:son Jonson Foun-
dation’s Future of Places network. Thanks to this 
shared effort, our Twitter channel is by far the 
most popular among our social media channels 
and with its 25 163 followers produces the most 
effective outreach.

CFP is also present on Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn where our channels are attracting more 
and more people and have shown a steady growing 
trend in the number of followers between 2017 and 
2019.

Media Production

The Centre for the Future of Places has its own media production team that produced over 100 films so 
far and also manages the CFP Youtube channel. The team records seminars, conferences and other events 
arranged by the centre and interviews researchers at conferences worldwide. 
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Athena City Accolade
Athena City Accolade is given by the KTH Centre for the Future of Places to 
distinguished scholars with substantial body of work that have during the scope 
of their career expanded, enriched and advanced the field of interdisciplinary 
knowledge within urbanism studies and beyond.

The CFP Athena City Accolade has been given to:

Dr. Setha Low
Professor
City University of 
New York 

For her outstanding contribution to 
the field of Anthropology, Space, Place, 
Ethnography & Qualitative Methodology at 
CUNY.

Dr. Julian Agyeman 
Professor 
Tufts University

For his outstanding contribution to 
the field of social justice and ecological 
sustainability, environmental policy and 
planning at Tufts University, Medford, 
Massachusetts.

Dr. Emily Talen
Professor of Urbanism 
University of Chicago

For her outstanding contribution to the 
field of urban planning, urban design, 
geographical sciences and urbanism in 
general at the Division of Social Science, 
University of Chicago.

Robert Cervero
Professor Emeritus 
University of California, 
Berkeley

For his outstanding contribution to the field 
of urban and regional planning, transport 
science, sustainable transportation policy 
and planning and land use planning 
at the Institute of Urban and Regional 
Development, UC Berkeley College of 
Environmental Design.

Richard Florida
Professor 
University of Toronto

For his outstanding contribution to the 
field of urban economics, city planning and 
management, urban policy and governance, 
as well as urbanism in general at the Martin 
Prosperity Institute at the Rotman School 
of Management at the University of Toronto.

Awards and Interviews

Global Business Insight Award 
“Best for Urban Planning and Design”

The Centre for the Future of Places was honoured to receive the 
following awards in 2019:

CIO Look Award for Tigran Haas
“Revolutionary Directors of 2019”

CEO Award 2019 for Tigran Haas
“Honoring The Most Respected 

Companies and their C-level Execuives”

Tigran Haas has been interviewed by CIO Views  and 
The Executive Gazette 

April 2020 | www.cioviews.com

Dr. Tigran Haas
Director and CEO
Centre for the Future of Places (CFP)

The 

10
 Influential CEOs 
with an Inspiring Story

KTH Centre for the 
Future of Places
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CFP was featured in Dagens Nyheter
DENNA SIDA ÄR EN ANNONS FRÅN CENTRUM FÖR FRAMTIDA STADSRUM

CFP forskar interdisciplinärt 
om det offentliga rummet

Under ledning av föreståndare Tigran Haas sam-
verkar KTH:s Centrum för framtida stadsrum 
med några av världens mest tongivande univer-
sitet i forskningen kring det offentliga stadsrum-
met. Forskningen omfattar allt från stadsplane-
ring, psykologi och urban sociologi till arkitektur, 
urban ekonomi och social hållbarhet.

- Vårt huvudfokus är att flytta diskursen från 
objekten till platserna. Ofta glömmer man bort 
rummen mellan byggnaderna, men där händer 
oerhört mycket på många olika plan, konstaterar 
Tigran. 

Vill påverka internationellt
Eftersom arbetet har en så tvärdisciplinär prägel 
samsas forskare inom bland annat kulturgeogra-
fi, samhällsplanering, statsvetenskap och mycket 
mer i samma lokaler. I kombination med centru-
mets starka samarbeten medför detta ett stort flö-
de av idéer, människor och kulturer, något som 
Tigran ser som en stor fördel. 

- Allt vi gör ska inte bara påverka i Sverige utan 
även internationellt. Därför behöver vi bedriva 
forskning av hög internationell klass och det inne-
bär att vi måste ta tillvara allas unika kompeten-
ser. Ett exempel är vårt nära samarbete med MIT, 
som väldigt tidigt fokuserade på innovation och 

interdisciplinärt arbete; deras erfarenhet kom-
mer oss väl till gagn. 

Täta internationella samarbeten
Andra lärosäten som CFP har ett utbyte med är 
exempelvis Harvard University, University of 
London Berkeley, TU Vienna och ETH i Zürich. 
Tigran förklarar att de täta internationella kon-
takterna delvis är en del av rektor Sigbritt Karls-
sons visions för KTH, nämligen ett starkt fokus på 
internationalisering, jämställdhet och hållbarhet 
inom all forskning på KTH. 

- Ett spännande forskningsprojekt kring Smart 
Cities sker tillsammans med Harvard och i ett an-
nat arbetar vi med FN:s organ för hållbar stads-
utveckling kring projekt i Afrika och Sydamerika. 

En mängd spännande projekt
Tigran berättar att det finns en mängd olika äm-
nen han gärna skulle lyfta, inom allt från rättvise-
frågor, urban form, gator och platsskapande me-
toder till interdisciplinärt tänkande, nya teorier 
och verktyg, data och digitalisering, men också 
policyer inom ”housing” och urban utveckling, 
men han väljer att belysa ett fåtal särskilt spän-
nande projekt. 

- Tillsammans med ETH och TU bedriver vi 

forskning inom Geographies of Age, där vi ut-
forskar hur man kan utveckla hållbara bostäder 
som alla har råd med trots en alltmer åldrande 
befolkning.

I ett annat projekt sammanställer CFP en stor 
forskningsdatabas med den mest framstående 
forskningen inom det offentliga rummet inom 

Med huvudfokus på det offentliga rummet från olika disciplinära perspektiv 
bedriver Centrum för framtida stadsrum (CFP) djuplodande forskning inom 
urban form, mänskligt beteende, bostadsforskning och samhällsstudier.

Centre for the Future of Places (CFP) är ett internationellt nav för forskning kring det framtida rummet.
CFP har inrättats för att främja hållbar stadsutveckling genom att ändra inriktning för den urbana 
diskursen från föremål till platser samt för att bidra till hälsosamma och bovänliga städer inom 
disciplinerna stadsplanering och stadsarkitektur. Centret fokuserar på hur staden ska planeras, utformas 
och modifieras på bästa sätt för att möta både dagens och morgondagens utmaningar.

FAKTA

Läs mer på:
www.cfp.abe.kth.se

hela 25 discipliner. 
- Den kommer att bli open access om ett drygt 

år, om allt går bra. Vi tittar också på nätverkssam-
hällen och digitalisering, kulturarv och livskvali-
tet i det offentliga rummet. Det finns så enormt 
mycket att hämta och upptäcka för att vi ska kun-
na utveckla morgondagens samhälle, avslutar 
han. 

Tigran Haas

A special outreach of the Centre for the 
Future of Places (CFP) is the educational 
graduate program in Urbanism Studies at 
KTH, School of Architecture and the Built 
Environment.

This one-year master’s programme is aimed 
at graduates from the fields of architecture, 
landscape architecture, urban design and city 
planning who are specifically concerned with 
design issues of the public realm and the effects 
these have on social life and human behavior. 

The focus is to deepen theoretical and design 
knowledge, changing the mindset of 
professionals regarding the importance and 
value of the public realm in the design of our 
cities.

The rationale behind Urbanism Studies is for 
professionals to understand and work in 
interdisciplinary urban design and city 
planning teams, coupled with the growing 
desire for cities to establish new and different 
forms of urban living. As the goal of this 
programme is to move design thinking from 
objects to places, our core urban studios 
and modules differ from traditional studios/
modules in several ways.
The approach involves in-depth explorations 
of urban design issues by combining five topic-
based modules situated within the three studio 
courses. Ongoing seminar reading series and 
urban film studies are included in the studios. 

The integrated final thesis project builds upon 
the previous three studios and five modules. It 
is a unique composite work synthesizing all of 
the results of previous work into a final product 
that students can utilize as a portfolio of their 
one-year studies at KTH. 

This is a “living book” of accumulated 
knowledge from the beginning that will act as 
an advanced postgraduate theoretical, strategic 
and design portfolio. The project can be 
achieved in the form of an essay, design project, 
installation or urban movie. 

The degree project also includes methodologies 
in urban design research, public life studies and 
researching the city, plus a research seminar 
focused on thesis preparation.

Furthermore, students are offered the 
opportunity to be exposed to and collaborate 
with the guest faculty from some of the leading 
built environment (Urbanism) programmes 
in the world: ETH Zürich, TU Berlin, UCL 
Bartlett in London, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in Boston, as well as some 
others. This offers students a fantastic global 
collaborative opportunity on a wide range of 
real world cases. 

Urbanism Studies are externally supported and 
partly financed by the Ax:son Johnson 
Foundation.

Master’s programme in Urbanism 
Studies (MUSE)



    Governance       
  Staff
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Marie Antoinette Glaser 
guest researcher
ETH Wohnforum

Sabine Knierbein 
guest researcher
Professor , TU Wien

Conrad Kickert
guest researcher
University of Cincinnati

Jesper Meijling
guest researcher
Associate Professor
KTH

Helen Runting
guest researcher
Architect, Urban planner
KTH

Vikas Mehta
guest researcher
Associate Professor 

Rosa Danenberg
PhD Fellow
Urban and Regional 
Studies, KTH

Jing Jing
PhD Fellow
Urban and Regional 
Studies. KTH

Catalina Turcu
guest researcher
UCL Bartlett, London

Anna-Paula Jonsson
Industrial PhD Fellow
Urban and Regional 
Studies, KTH

The following people contributed to the work of 
The Centre for the Future of Places in 2019

Tigran Haas
director
Associate Professor of 
Urban Planning and 
Urban Design, KTH

Michael Mehaffy
senior researcher
Urbanist, 
Architectural theorist, 
Urban philosopher

Mattias Höjer
researcher
Professor in 
Environmental Strategies 
and Future Studies, KTH

Hans Westlund
researcher
Professor in Urban and 
Regional Studies, KTH

Stefan Lundberg
researcher
Associate Professor
KTH

Elisabetta Troglio
researcher
Urban and Regional 
Studies, KTH

Asifa Iqbal
researcher
Urban and Regional 
Studies, KTH

Setha Low
guest researcher
Professor
The Graduate Center, 
CUNY 

David Brain
guest researcher
Professor
New College of Florida  

Charles R Wolfe 
guest researcher
Urbanism consultant, 
Author
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Steering Committee

The activities of Centre for the Future of Places 
is led by a steering committee with an advisory 
function. The steering committee promotes the 
common interests of the parties. 
The steering committee consists of five mem-
bers who agreed to participate in the work of 
the steering committee and are listed below:

Chair:

• Sofia Rudbeck - MSc in Engineering, Lund 
Institute of Technology, SVP Marketing and 
Sales at Bonava, a leading housing developer 
in Northern Europe

KTH representatives:

• Professor Mats Wilhelmsson, PhD., Vice 
Dean of the School of Architecture and the 
Built Environment at KTH

• Dr. Charlie Gullström - Architect SAR/
MSA, is a University Lecturer and Senior 
Researcher at KTH School of Architecture, 
the Architecture Technology division and 
Former Director of Center for Sustainable 
Communication

Axel and Margaret Ax: son Johnsons Foundation 
representatives:

• Dr. Peter Luthersson - Peter Luthersson, do-
cent in Literature Science, Uppsala Univer-
sity, former Main Culture Editor in Svenska 
Dagbladet and the Director of Atlantis Pub-
lishing House

• Peter Elmlund - BSc in Economics, Lund 
University, Director of Urban City Research 
and FOP Forum and former Vice President 
of Axess Publishing

Advisory Group

Centre for the Future of Places has an Advisory 
Group which consists of some of today’s leading 
urban academic luminaries:

• Professor Manuel Castells
       UC Berkeley and University of Barcelona
• Professor Saskia Sassen 
       Columbia University
• Professor Edward Glaeser 
       Harvard University
• Professor Rahul Mehrotra, GSD Harvard
• Professor Fran Tonkiss, London School of 

Economics LSE Cities
• Professor Richard Florida 
       University of Toronto

Academic Board

The Centre for the Future of Places Academic 
Board consists of eight global academics and
leading experts in the field:

• Professor Emily Talen, Chicago University
• Professor Setha Low, CUNY
• Professor Matthew Carmona, UCL Bartlett, 

London
• Professor Julian Agyeman, Tufts University
• Professor Neema Kudva, Cornell University
• Professor Ali Madanipour
       Newcastle University
• Professor David Gouverneur, UPENN
• Professor David Canter 
       University of Liverpool
• Professor Fulong Wu 
       UCL Bartlett, London
• Professor Hubert Klumpner, ETH, Zurich
• Professor Alan Berger, MIT

Marta Marko Tisch
communication officer
KTH

Kevin Billingurst
senior editor, 
media production
KTH

Morgane Schwab
research assistant
Ax:son Johnson 
Foundation

Therese Gellerstedt
administrator
KTH

Susan Hellström
administrator
KTH  

Juan Grafeuille
financial officer
KTH

In research cooperation with:
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      Affiliates

• Professor David Canter, 
       University of Liverpool

• Professor Emily Talen, 
       University of Chicago

• Professor Setha Low, 
       City University of New York

• Professor Margaret Crawford, University of 
       California, Berkeley

• Professor Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, 
       University of Miami

• Professor Timothy Beatley, University of 
Virginia

• Professor Steffen Lehman, University of 
Portsmouth

• Professor Julian Agyeman, Tufts University, 
Boston

• Professor Margrit Hugentobler, ETH Zürich

• Professor Mahyar Arefi, University of Tex-
as, Arlington

• Professor Robert Cervero, University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley

• Professor Alfredo Brillembourg, ETH 
Zürich

• Professor Ali Madanipour, Newcastle Uni-
versity

• Professor Aseem Inam, Cardiff University

• Professor Sasha Tsenkova, University of 
Calgary

• Professor Suzanne Hall, London School of 
       Economics, LSE Cities

• Professor Charles Bohl, University of Miami

• Professor Douglas Kelbaugh, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor

• Professor Malcolm McCullough, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor

• Professor Matthew Carmona, University 
College London, Bartlett

• Professor Sarah Williams, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, MIT
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