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Who benefits and who loses? 

• One of the key sociological questions 
• Focus on power and resources/capital 
• Focus on (social) exclusion 



Social Exclusion 

• Not only about possessing but also about  
 en-/dis-abling (Amartya Sen, Cees Schuyt) 
1. Not being allowed to belong to (e.g. 

discrimination, marginalization) 
2. Not being able to belong to (e.g. physical, 

psychological or skills limitations) 
3. Not being willing to belong to (often a 

result of #1-2, resulting in self-exclusion) 



•  Four dimensions (Cees Schuyt) 
1. Moral disapproval of difference (‘othering’) 
2. Considered to represent little or no  

economic value (often disguised as #1, 
e.g. ‘lazy’) 

3. Low social defensibility (but also: self-
organization of the excluded) 

4. Weak legal position (partly result of #1-3) 
-> Exclusion is produced by a system of 

social inequality (it is not ‘natural’ or given) 

Social Exclusion 



Conceptualizing Harm 

 
 

Taken for granted, 
ignored 

 
Legally/crimonoligically 

uninteresting 
Sociologically interesting 

(often with a focus on 
intentions) 

 
 

Focus on consequences 

 
 

Most problematic and 
often the main focus 
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