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1. Introduction
Filip, my twelve year son, surprised me these aatts the following question:

—“Why is it important to know where crime happens?”

—"...because this kind of information helps the p®lio catch the bad guys” | replied. What |
actually meant to say was that when a crime ocdulgppens at a certain location. As the
event takes place, the target (or victim) and afegrmust be in exactly the same place at the
same time. Thus, the intersection of these elemex@siplifies whyplace plays a vital role in
understanding why crime occurs. The police have leatognized the inherent geographical
component of crime by initially marking maps witg and using them as a basis for crime
prevention.

— “Having knowledge about location of crimes andewhthey happen, helps society to
prevent them”.

This should perhaps be a better answer to his igneas most places in the city have no
crime and most crime is highly concentrated in anound a relatively small number of

places. If these patterns are identified, crime lbatter be prevented. For instance, police
patrols can be sent to certain places at critioad, resulting in better targeting and use of
society’s resources.

In this article, | review examples mostly from mwro research on how place (the city
environment and its demographic and socio-econa@mntexts) is an important element for
crime and crime prevention. Stockholm is used asthdy area.

Stockholm is regarded as a dynamic place — a misecial interactions where sometimes,
and only sometimes (and in some places), crimedrepp

2. Thecity asacrime place around the clock

Crime tends to be concentrated in cities, but noaihomogenous way. It has been long
recognised that some places are more risky thagrtlity centres, areas with mixed land
use, and transport nodes, are often more criminogelaces than residential areas. For
instance, in Stockholm in early 1980s, offences ddwowed a rather strong concentration in
the inner city for some but not all offences. Thignnologist Per Olof Wikstrom indicated
that vandalism in public areas and theft of ananfrcars showed a marked concentration in
the inner city, or at least in certain parts of theer city (Figure 1a). Although residential
burglaries tended to have the highest rates in souter city wards, half of all residential
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burglaries still happened in inner-city wards. ®itlise early 1980’s Stockholm has become a
more international and a more segregated city asd patterns of mobility have been
imposed with the arrival of, for instance, out ofvh retailing. Renewal programs have
stimulated population turnovers and there are atthas of an accentuated gentrification
process in the inner city areas. All these chaage£xpected to impact on offence patterns.

The geographer Vania Ceccato and colleagues taokhallenge to review the geography of
crime in Stockholm in the late 1990s (Figure 1)ey found that whilst there had been no
dramatic changes in the geographies of these aeimcStockholm, some shifts both in terms
of geographical patterns and in their associaticth wnderlying socio-economic conditions
were noticed. Vandalism and theft of and from cmese offences that took place mostly in
the inner city where administrative, commercial anttural activities are still located. Maps
showed concentrations around the Central Businesdsidd (CBD), and other small areas in
the South and West of Stockholm. Although theseermiés still have a concentrated
geography, they became more scattered than inaB@'sl Outside the inner city, areas with
traditional social problems are the main targetsnaw areas have also emerged as being of
high risk for these types of offences. High riskgheft of and from cars were seen in more
affluent areas perhaps because of declining lesfejgiardianship or because offenders were
themselves more mobile.

Ten years later, Ceccato and Uittenbogaard foundlasi geography for property crimes
(including theft of and from cars). What was stmtiat this time was that the geography of
crime varied over space and time (Figure 1c). Teibecause the risk of crime in a place
varies as a function of the place’s location, tharacteristics of its built environment and
most importantly, the human activities that thecplgenerates at a particular time (the social-
demographic content} all this together- determines different opportunities for crime.
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Figure 1c Clusters of property crimes at 6am (Lowest freqye and 5pm (Pea, Stockholm 2006-
2009. Source: UittenbogaaatidCeccato (2012), p. 152.



3. Crimealong the way

Crimes cannot be properly explained, nor effecyiygevented, without a deep understanding
of the environments in which they occur. Nowheréhis more apparent than in urban public
transport (Smith and Clarke 2000:169) as they caingt crime.

Using Stockholm as study area, Ceccato and coléesaghowed that the share of cells with
bus stop(s) has almost four times greater pick giog than cells with no bus stop(s), namely
8.3% and 2.2%, respectively. The same applies wengnound stations. In Stockholm’s

underground system but also in other metro systerige USA and in the UK, the design and
environmental characteristics of underground statimfluence the rates of crime and public
disorder.
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Figure 2 — Peak hour and off peak hours for piokkpting, Stockholm, 2008.

In Stockholm, crime and events of disorder tentidppen in the evenings — nights, holidays
and weekends — and, at least for theft, in theehationths of the year. Although the highest
number of events is found in the central statibe,d0-called ‘end-stations’ show often higher
rates than those located in the inner city. Resshit®swed that opportunities for crime are
dependent on stations’ environmental attributepe tgf neighbourhood in which they are
located and city context. The effect of stationsygical and social environments on crime
varies over time. For example, crime is concendrateperipheral stations with fewer people
around during peak hours (when individuals arensiteely moving around and perhaps
because offenders run a lower risk of being caaghhose transport nodes) but, during off-
peak hours, the crime dynamics change. Peak haupiét pocketing is in the afternoon

while off peak is in the night, early hours of tey (Figure 2).

4. Rapein public spaces



For women, regardless of which part of the cityytiige in, the home tends to be more
dangerous than any outdoor environment. Paraddxicslll most women feel more often
unsafe outdoors than indoors. In Stockholm, alghooautdoor rape constitutes the minority
of the cases (most rapes take place indoors cogdnily a person the victim knows), these
are the ones that can potentially be affected byuttban landscape. Until recently, not much
was known about these rape places. The knowlednyét #ire nature of rape places has so far
provided little basis to understand the role thecelhas in target selection and, in practice,
lead to failure to learn about opportunity rapeuictcbn.
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Figure 3(a) Rape by hour of the day, Stockholmmerrecords 2008-2009.
Figure 3(b) — Environmental features in rape laoadj 2012.
(a) Source: 2011’s fieldwork of 76 Stockholm’s casest tlieached court, 2008-2009.
(b) Source: Stockholm Police.

Ceccato analysed the urban landscape in which outdapes takes place in Stockholm
showing that outdoor rape concentrates in the intigr areas and in the periphery.
Particularly in the inner city areas, rapes areerofassociated with unstructured routine
activities in the evenings/nights, weekends andlags and hot months of the year. Figure 3a
shows when most rapes happen over the day. Rageplace at or close to green areas, in
places with poor visibility, but offer an easy gsedclose to public transportation) from the
crime scene (Figure 3b). The study ends by asgegdiether these findings contribute to a
better understanding of the dynamics of a thirstfickholm’s total rape cases, and making
suggestions for interventions aimed at improvingnea’s safety in public places.

5. Promoting safe cities: a wishing list

Safety is a basic human right and therefore anyegoshould strive to have it fulfilled.
Planning for safe environments, | suggest, imp@seaimber of challenges which are not
problem-free. We — as researchers, planners otigwaers — have to come to terms with the



idea that our actions can make a city safer. Tles;annot doubt the importance of the urban
environment (and the activities they may attractgrieating opportunities for both crime and

fear of crime. As it has been shown in this artithere is no such thing as a place free of
crime but some places can be planned to attrastdese than others. The discovery of

spatio-temporal patterns of regularities is thstfatep in the definition of more finely targeted

resources to tackle unsafe places and formulateeptiwe strategies. This development

potentially affects how safety services are guidgdhe level of detailed data on individuals

across the city in time and space. This is pawditylimportant when we are on the move.

Interventions should strive to adaptvhole journey approach to safety.

Gendered violence, particularly sexual violencdloWes clear spatial patterns. A relevant
guestion is: If women’s victimisation belongs tcetprivate spaces and women’s fear is
mistakenly redirected to the public sphere, whathis role of urban planning and crime

prevention when safety is the goal? Interventiaesodten guided by the dichotomy between
private versus public spaces, which often creagesosal blindness: physical planning and
police deal often with safety of outdoor environttsenvhilst social care deals with domestic
violence. An open discussion about what are theentiaccepted norms of socialisation and
gender roles among children (perhaps as young asomy-ilip | mentioned in the beginning

of this article) and young adults should be encgedaat various levels of society as
preventive measures to gender violence. Thisrisgps one of the most important structural
challenges in preventing violence against women.

Finally, we must be aware that safety measuresimpgse restrictions on space that will be
perceived, at least by some, as discriminatorysTbur actions must be based on knowledge
of what works and what does not work. Most impditarwe must strive to make an effort
towards actions that are inclusive and fair, sd thhhan environments can turn into places
worth to be experienced by all.

6. References

Ceccato, V., Haining, R., Signoretta, P. (2002) I&ripg crime statistics in Stockholm using
spatial analysis toolsAnnals of the Association of American Geographers,22:29-51.

Ceccato, V. (2013a) Moving safely: Crime and safetgtockholm'’s subway stations.
Lexington books.

Ceccato, V. (2013b)The nature of rape places in can@navian city Journal of
Environmental Psychology (under revision).

Sherman, L. W., P. R. Gartin, and M. E. BuergeB8@) Hot spots of predatory crime:
Routine activities and the criminology of pla@siminology 27 (1): 27— 56.

Smith, M., Clarke, R. (2000) Crime and public tqamg. In Crime and justice: A review of
the Research, ed. M. Tonry and N. Morris, 169-Z38cago: University of Chicago Press
Uittenbogaard, A.C., Ceccato, V. (2012) Space-ti@lesters of Crime in Stockholm,
SwedenReview of European studies. 4: 148-156.

Wikstrom, P-O. (1991) Urban crime, criminals, andtims: The Swedish experience in an
Anglo-American comparative perspective. Stockhddweden: Springer-Verlag.



