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In our lifetime, laundry work was one of a womanisst arduous chores in the home. The
majority of laundry work in Swedish households wagied out by hand, with no technical aids,
until the middle of the 20th century. In 1948, I&#san one per cent of households had their own
revolutionary process resulted in the apartmensadaundry rooms that are unique to Sweden.
washing machine. Thirty years later, this figure higen to approximately 75%, and 90% of the
population had access to a washing machine in wsikinds of collective laundry roohThis

The process was implemented through a number exfasited parties, of which, apart from
women’s representatives, the Swedish state wasfahe more driving forces; representatives of
industry and the academic world were also involvedhis article | will be looking at the
collaboration between the interested parties anifisue.

When the ‘laundry issue’ started figuring in paéi population discussions in the
1930s, washing by hand was presented as a wontfaors a¢n the home that was well suited to
simplification and rationalisation. The first coata proposal was put forward in a report into
making the work of women in small country homedesdsThe measures were initially intended
to improve the living conditions for rural peoplajt the ‘laundry issue’ gradually came
increasingly to be viewed as a housing issue, laadneasures that were being discussed were
then to include people living in built-up areas amans as well. This process entailed both
government and a municipal involvement in work ieariout by women in their personal lives,
but it is also an example of the government init@atesearch into (in this instance) laundry
technology, textiles and household economics, disaseooperation with representatives of
industry. The solution to the ‘laundry issue’, witte developing of a strong public sector, meant
that the boundary between public and private sgh&es altered. This occurred both through
trials in respect of moving laundry work out of theme, as well as through knowledge about
household tasks being converted into scientifimgebefore being conveyed back to households
(the women) through information and training ine@rtb influence their values and attitudes
regarding laundry work. Through a study of the aiodiration between the state, local authority,
industry and the individual, it is possible to doamnalysis of how the Swedish welfare state was
firmly established in various circles and who, atious levels in society, were involved in
implementing the welfare.

The ‘Laundry Issue’ in Brief — The Framework




In 1939, the Swedish Government issued an ordingegaading state subsidies to collective
laundries in rural areas (SFS 1939:911). The inkcddn of the ordinance was part of the state’s
endeavour during the latter part of the 1930s tkeweomen’s work easier in small rural
households (SOU 1939:6). The state gave grantéinigtap to a quarter of the cost of premises
and equipment for laundry rooms that were run bpperative societies. The grants were
handled by Egnahemsstyrelsen (The Home OwnershapdBa consultation with the local
Egnahemsnamnderna (Home Ownership CommitteesheAsanture was primarily targeted at
people in rural communities, it became possiblerdf®44 to acquire loans for mechanical
equipment from the National Machine Loan Fund, Wwhi@s actually intended for agricultural
machinery" These loans were managed by the agricultural Sesie

In 1941-42, it was considered essential by botlespand the state to evaluate the
efforts that had been made to date, which hadestaff as trials. The Second World War also
helped to clarify the socio-economic importancéaohdry The 1941 Population Commission
presented a report entitled ‘Collective LaundryO($ 1947:1) in 1947, in which a continued and
increased investment in various forms of collectaxendry was advocated. The possibility of
state grants and loans from the Machine Loan Fuesldiscontinued, and replaced in 1948 with
state loans for up to 80% of the initial costs (IR88:566). These were managed by the newly
established National Housing Board. In the 1939%namkte, the support had been restricted to
rural areas, but in the 1948 ordinance it also imecpossible for co-operative societies in towns
and built-up areas to receive loans. By the enti®fl940s, there was still uncertainty regarding
the solution to the laundry issue, for example wéthard to whether the state’s investments
should be targeted at units where washing was lghinder at laundries, and a new commission
was appointed. One of the reports from the 1948i®Housing Committee, ‘Laundry’ (SOU
1955:8), advocated a continued investment in devedothe potential of various types of
collective laundry. The option of handing in waghimould remain, but the report advocated a
stronger link between the home and the possilititgo laundry. The loan activities were
therefore divided into two types — laundry housenand laundry group loaisThe laundry
group loans financed smaller units and can be \deagean extension of the financing provided to
various kinds of co-operative society. The condsidor these loans assumed municipal control
and, ideally, active municipal participation (SFE6:334). The laundry house loans were

targeted at larger and commercially run units. dttehance was amended in 1961 (SFS
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1961:153) when the laundry group loans were discoat, and the laundry house loans were
discontinued in 1967 (1967:557).

The state involvement between 1939 and 1967 wasulated so that laundry work
was to be carried out outside the home. The coatiperlaundry houses and laundries that had
been established for this purpose were relatiietytdived, however, and few of these
operations continued in the same form after 1967.

With the involvement of the local authorities instissue, the demographic
arguments were toned down and the interest shift®drds housing design. The number of
interested parties increased as a result, includipgesentatives of the construction sector. The
laundry issue as a housing issue was investigatéidebPublic Housing Committee, which was
appointed in 1948. The Committee’s task was tachatgointly owned facilities, such as various
types of meeting place, kindergartens and laundnyres, although it also included boiler rooms
and heating plantd. The rational solution to the laundry issue was @ieenent in the
development of the Swedish welfare society, whieeestate’s control and participation as well as

collaboration with industry and the academic wavkte very clear.

The ‘Laundry Issue’ as a Population Issue — Three P erspectives

In a more detailed examination of the discussibaswere initially held in the social debate on
this issue, at least three different perspectivesrge.
Laundry work was one of the most arduous choreasibenen did, due both to the manual
treatment of the textiles and to the handling efldrge volumes of water that were required. It
was considered a pressing issue and one that wasuied to simplification and rationalisation.
Laundry work was manual and was generally performedoors, all year round. Before the
existence of water pipelines and water piped ih&houses, it was easier to carry the washing to
a watercourse than to carry water to the houseoBapus reasons, women at that time only did
washing a few times each year, although, on therdtand, it was an extensive, collective task
on these occasions.
The conditions under which laundry work was perfednmad to change; a point of view
maintained by some participants in the debate:

If you have travelled out into our countryside a&egén women in the winter, in extremely

cold weather, lying and rinsing clothes in a halein the ice, you don’'t need to be a

-3-



health expert to understand the harmful aspedisenf work. It is absolutely amazing that,
even in towns and other communities where peopidhaant to be talked about as
being behind the times, they consider they carréfio treat the health and lives of their
citizens as badly as they do through these oftealapg laundry conditions (quote by
Hanna Rydh)™

Hanna Rydh was a Doctor of Archaeology. She waslthe of the Fredrika Bremer Association
between 1937 and 1949, as well as being a memtbike dhternational Alliance of Women
during the same period. She sat in the second afraofibhe Swedish Parliament for the Liberal
Party, and was active in issues relating to womeaisto-day lives' In addition to this, she was
a co-owner of one of Sweden'’s largest companieghwinad been manufacturing, among other
things, laundry equipment since the beginning ef1800s. The company Varmelednings AB
Calor was perceived by many during the 1920s al®4,Mot least by the company itself, as a
company with social responsibility. The social delduring the 1930s and 1940s, in which
Hanna Rydh participated, meant that this profils staengthened. Those who pushed for
changes to women’s laundry work with argumentsne With those of Hanna Rydh did so
primarily from asocial and humanitarian perspectiv&omen’s living conditions should be
improved.

Making laundry work easier entailed a somewhat cedworkload for womehWith the
focus on what this could mean for women, one ofrép®rts by the Population Commission in
1938 maintained that:

Means must be sought to facilitate the combininghotherhood and necessary gainful

employment.... In this respect, society should ndijunatervene as far as possible in

order to make the work of women and mothers eaaiet individual initiatives for this
purpose are also an important task. Many suggesérist already. The simplification and
rationalisation of all housework through the depetent of technology are consequently

a factor of the utmost importance in this respastwell as, on the whole, facilitating

modern developments in the matter of women'’s chaagfitudes towards work.

Alva Myrdal was one of the members of the PopufaG@mmission. She was one of the most

prominent government feminists during the 1930s EtDs, advocating a new social order in
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which there was also room for women. The aboveajunaiudes an undertone of wanting to
create a new society with emancipated women, oenen with the same civil rights as men and
whose expertise is utilised in the building of &bgj not only in their reproductive role. In order
for women to participate actively in social lifeir housework had to be made eaSier.
Arguments in favour ofvomen’s emancipation and equahtgre also reinforced by the
legislation prohibiting the sacking of married segnant women that was adopted by the
Swedish Parliament in 1938.

With the influx of experts into the state bureaggrduring the inter-war years, the
problem could be put in a scientific context, wittks to both time studies and economic
calculations:

A calculation on the basis of the 1937 study, frehich it emerged that almost half an

hour per household per day was spent doing lawndrit, produces more or less the

corresponding result. If the number of househdadsuit at 1.5 million in round figures,
this would mean that approximately 225 million wadrdurs per year are spent doing
laundry. It is clear to anyone what eliminating thejority of this work would mean from

an economic perspectiv¥.

This quote is taken from the Population Commissoaport ‘Collective Laundry’

(SOU:1947:1). The members of the Commission werexglerts in their particular fields. They
included Alf Johansson, an economist and an expehtousing issues, Signe Hdojer, an officer of
the Social Democratic Women’s Association, andatbeve-mentioned Hanna Rydh. The
Secretary Nils Halla was an architect on the Homa@ship Board, where he participated in
processing applications for state grants for ctitedaundry rooms. The engineer Nils
Cederquist, who was employed by Varmelednings ABICavas called in to provide an expert
perspective on ‘operational issu€SA network of experts of various kinds was in tmegess of
being developed.

Even without mentioning the word ‘woman’, nobody caisinterpret the message
that this is female labour that, from @conomic perspectiyavill be ‘released’. This was written
shortly after the end of the Second World War, wtieme was a labour shortage for industry. By
releasing female labour in the home, it could iadtee utilised by industry outside the home.

This was not so simple, however, and the withdraaf#the female labour force proceeded too
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slowly to alleviate the acute situation to any gjedent. Labour was recruited from abroad
instead"”’

From a modern perspective, it is striking how uxise this issue was.
Responsibility for laundry was so obviously a worsgab that it appeared easier to move the
work out of the home and/or to mechanise it thachi@mnge the gender division of work and to
advocate the participation of men in laundry wadlen were willing to contribute with their
technical expertise, however. Representativeseo¥/#nious viewpoints were striving to achieve
the same goal, but they had different argumentldar this should be achieved. On the matter of
utilising technology to make women’s housework eadiowever, there was consensus. This
consensus was aided by the fact that the procelskden initiated by the state and that signals
from the state legitimised the change processt was possible to justify the changes from many
different perspectives, a number of different ptayaoperated with the state for the

implementation of the process.

From Population Issue to Housing Issue

The state efforts to solve the ‘laundry issue’ werated outside the home in the form of laundry
houses where the washing was handed in or launeitesr under private or local authority
control, or co-operatively owned establishmentghinstudies that were carried out into these
ventures, one issue that was highlighted recusrevdls that the mechanical equipment was not
suitable to all kind of laundry, especially smalkke laundry"" In these comments on the
proposal, it was pointed out that the technicalettgyments in the US were a role model and that
small washing machines were being launched on therfsan market for use in the home. The
response from the Swedish Co-operative Union regguitie ‘Collective Laundry’ report states:

In those countries where the washing industry hadenthe greatest strides and where the

machine technology has been designed, namely thedJatates and the United

Kingdom, the good results have not been achievedigin standardisation, but rather

through the efforts of engineers and industriesigeéh competition to achieve the best

results. In America, technology for washing in boeme has also been developed in recent

years, which means that we must be dubious aboex@ssively far-reaching

centralisation and industrialisation of househalahidry™""



Swedish housewives were obliged to take care oflsoale laundry exclusively in the home and
as a rule without any aids. The washing was boretdpan on the stove and hung out to dry in
the apartment (Picture 1). Moving the laundry wouk of the home consequently only solved
part of the ‘laundry issue’, as a considerable amo@iwashing was still carried out manually in
the home. Opinions such as these contributed tdathedry issue’s’ link to the home being
reinforced.

The directive to the Public Housing Committee ield studying so-called
communal facilities, which included laundry roongaigpped with machines. The cost of the
machines, a strong tradition of co-operative owmersvithin sectors such as agriculture and, not
least, the fact that laundry work had long beenleective task justified the state continuing to
advocate collective solutions located outside thaér As the only machines available on the
Swedish market were larger machines suitable f@hvi@ads in excess of 20 kg, this also
contributed to the state launching collective layrfdrms to solve the ‘laundry issue’. The
broadening of this issue to include housing contetd to housing interests coming into the
picture.

State control of the production of new housing @ased during the 1930s. Through
government loans and regulation of loan suppoetgitvernment influenced the construction of
housing, although it did not yet have the impactoaial planning that it would achieve a couple
of decades latéf* In a report from the Public Housing Committesstiites:

It is now common for entire residential areas tdb#t by large municipal or co-operative
companies. This transition from small businessdartge businesses has entailed, for
example, that many technical installations thavioesly had to be fitted in each building
can now be centralised. Residential areas consdywdten incorporate a central laundry
facility, where housewives can either do the waghiremselves in modern machines or

can have the work done at cost prite.

In the newly built apartment blocks that were canged in the 1940s, particularly by the co-
operative housebuilders, premises were made alail@bshared laundry rooms, which were
generally also equipped with machines. Municipaldiog built during the 1940s was also
equipped with mechanical laundry rooms. Katarines&@an has studied the establishment of the

first co-operative laundry room in Orebro in 194Jer doctoral thesiéndrahandskontrakt i
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folkhemme({Subletting in the Swedish Welfare State). It wisted with the aid of the co-
operative movement and the Fredrika Bremer Associ&t The co-operative movement came to
be a major player, not just in Orebro, in makingnidry work easier for women. Larsson also
demonstrates that when the local authority formpdogerty company, they built residential
areas with central laundry roorff8.

During the period 1940-1948, government grants \pareé out to 103 co-
operatively owned laundry rooms amounting to al toftalightly more than SEK 900,00"

The archive of the Home Ownership Board contairtaildeabout significantly more applications.
Many were rejected because the requirements stiulfar being awarded grants were very
stringent™ After the regulations were changed in 1948, suppas provided in the form of
loans. During the period 1948-1951, loans to theevaf SEK 2,750,000 were given out. During
the same period, however, SEK 8 million was paitimtousing credit for financing various
kinds of residential laundry rooff. However, the rules regarding the financing of ogisvere
such that up to 1957 the proportion relating totay equipment did not cover mechanical
equipment. For owner-occupied homes, the suppastoakulated at SEK 600. The Public
Housing Committee proposed an increase to SEK 1°70Dhe newly built apartment blocks
that were established from the middle of the 194€s generally supplied with mechanically
equipped laundry rooms, however, despite the Fadtthere was insufficient financing. The loan
support was not increased until 1957, when the Hgusoan Commission (SOU 1957:44)
proposed support of SEK 260 per apartment for émstruction of a mechanical laundry
room*“" The solution to the ‘laundry issue’, in an econofisirm, therefore came to be ‘built
into’ the housing construction policy at a relalykate stage. The housing construction
companies, on the other hand, appeared to be aivdlre need to focus on the housing of the
future.

The Public Housing Committee sent a questionnait®i9 to the country’s 130
cities, 79 market towns and 208 municipal commasjtivhich included questions about which
public housing arrangements were considered bgitoppate and necessary to ‘facilitate
housework and looking after children’

In the answers that were received, in which calledaundry rooms were discussed, the
differences between newer and older buildings wegklighted. Most of the newly built

properties were said to be equipped either witir then laundry room, or the residents had
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access to laundry facilities. In the response ftioencity of Malmao, however, a follow-up

analysis was carried out which clearly highlightsumexpected problem:

As regards the organisation of certain collectirarmgements such as laundry rooms,
these can have a preserving effect on the oldesihgstock and consequently postpone a
much-needed sanitation of the buildings. It thenefppears that these facilities should in
the first instance be arranged in conjunction wiglwv buildings, and in the older housing

stock only in areas with an owner-occupied chard®fé

When the ‘collective arrangement’ was located separate building, it was assumed that this
hampered repairing older properties. Not everyaaeeed this problem in the same way,
however. For example, Solna submitted the followegponse:
As regards technical arrangements intended to sopgit the individual homes and to
make housework easier, it can be noted that mecdldaundry rooms are now generally
being built in conjunction with new buildings. They is focusing its attention on this
area: i.e. that similar arrangements should alseskablished separately within the older
housing stock, where mechanical laundry facilitasnot be supplied at a reasonable cost
in any other way’™
The responses from Malmo and Solna are in agreetinainthe cost of furnishing older
properties with mechanically equipped laundry roasrteo high, but the impact analysis was
different. This may be because the proportion dépproperties varied, along with the repair
requirements in the older properties. Howeves #vident from the responses that the newly
built properties were generally furnished with mesaileal laundry rooms.

The transition of the ‘laundry issue’s’ solutioifin population to housing issue
marked a materialisation of the problem. This mayb aspect of the research boom regarding
both technology and materials that came to impadhe ‘laundry issue’. Representatives of
technical research and technology companies weavertiant players, with which the state also
collaborated on other issues. A Commission on ttgaflsation of Technical Research was set
up in 1940 under the leadership of Gosta Malm (SO@4R:6). From the government’s
perspective, it was considered necessary to useeto means in order to control the technical

developments that were to be fostered. The prop@sdiforward by this commission resulted,
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for example, in the establishment of Statens Téaniorskningsrad (The National Technology
Research Council) in 1942 through an agreementdsstithe government and industry. The
same year saw the creation of Statens KommittByggnadsforskning (The National
Committee for Building Research), and Svenska Terskningsinstitutet (The Swedish Institute
for Textile Research) was established at Chalmeisdusity of Technology in 1948 These
bodies had at their disposal state funding thataveerded for research in this field to technology
institutes, both state-owned and private. A nunabenstitutes were also established that were
partially state-financed. Institut&r Tvatteknisk Forskning, IT (The Institute for dreical
Laundry Research), and Hemmens forskningsinstitkt,(The Home Research Institute), can be
mentioned in this context. Both were partially ficad by the state, although they also received
grants from interested parties from other areamofety™ However, there were a number of
important differences between the HFI and IT. Tl Was established at the initiative of
various non-profit women’s organisations (includidgsmodersféreningarnas Riksférbund [The
National Housewives’ Association]), and focusedssues related to the home; it was
represented publicly primarily by women. The forioatof IT was a result of the government
investment in technical research, and was mordyfirooted in the academic world. IT was
represented by men, was rooted in industry andstedton issues related to commercial
laundry”" Through the government's active involvement inhbesing issue, these two

organisations came to assist each other.

Between the State and the Citizen — InterestedeBant the Laundry Issue

The government established an organisation to reatto those affected by the ‘laundry issue’.
The authority that initially managed the distrilautiof state grants for co-operative laundry
rooms was the Home Ownership Board. These taskes taken over by the National Housing
Board when a laundry section was established. nmdition was sent out by these authorities to be
distributed at regional and local level. A circuleom the Home Ownership Board to the Home
Ownership Committees in April 1940 stated:

Please find enclosed 5 copies of the brochure dagaco-operative laundry rooms as

mentioned in the Home Ownership Board’s circulaed®0 January. The Board requests

that, after consulting with the domestic advisan) gubmit information about the number

of copies required in your area of operatiSfs.
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A very important effort aimed at providing infornm@t primarily to women in rural areas was
carried out by the domestic advisors employed byatfricultural societies. The activities of the
domestic advisor were financed by state fundspatih it was organised by the agricultural

societies. Only women were employed.

A domestic advisor’s activities generally consispmviding the agricultural population
or the rural population in general with advice amgtructions concerning, for example,
cooking, baking, conserving, butchering, etc., all as everything relating to looking
after the home, and to promoting order, comfort laygiene in association with sensible,
economical housekeepirt§"

The government grant for the domestic advisorsirgatontributed to them being viewed as an
established part of the building of the welfardestdhe domestic advisors were also a referral

body, both in their position within the agricultusacieties and as an independent interest

XXXV

group:

In 1929, Ruth Wallensteen-Jaeger was employed &yOstergotland Agricultural
Society. She held this position until 1966, and déscribes her activities in the boit husligt
halvsekel (A Domestic Half Century). Wallensteen-Jaeger Imagny duties, one of which
involved distributing information about the opparity to establish co-operative laundry rooms.
The Medevi co-operative laundry association waaldished in 1946 after Wallensteen-Jaeger
‘... In an address demonstrated the advantages afiradty facility incorporating mechanical
equipment, as well as demonstrating that the ptedetpst calculation clearly showed that an
association enjoyed the best conditions as regsarsng capacity™"' This is consequently an
example of an advisor using state funds to comnat@iinformation about the government’s
measures aimed at raising living standards.

The commercial sector, represented, for exampléhdynechanical engineering
industry, the construction industry and the chefreogineering industry, was also interested in
having an influence in this matter. It was of thast importance for industry to ensure that the
product range it supplied corresponded both todtabcated by the state and to that desired by

consumers. The mechanical engineering industrychwbiipplied the technical equipment, was
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one such player. As early as the beginning of Oth 2entury there was a demand for large
washing machines from public institutions such aspitals. Within the Swedish engineering
industry, there was a high level of expertise l®ye¢hd of the 1940s as regards the production of
large washing machines complete with equipmenablétfor the collective facilities that were
being advocated. On the other hand, there wasaduption of household washing machines,
although this was established at the start of 854 as a result of influences primarily from the
USX* It is probably no coincidence that the engineds Biederquist, employed by
Varmelednings AB Calor since 1941, was hired byRbpulation Commission to produce
drawings of collective laundry rooms, which were¢unally equipped with the company’s
machines™" As early as the agricultural meeting in Eskilstima935, the company presented
suitable machinery for collective laundry roomsg ama number of advertisements dating from
the 1930s the company offered its services anekjertise regarding the formation of co-
operative societies. It also published a book tledtKollektivtvattstuganEtt ekonomiskt behov
for den svenska landsbygd@rhe Collective Laundry Room: An Economic Necegsft the
Swedish Countryside), which gave instructions ow lmform a laundry society and presented
proposals for technical solutions regarding buiigimnd machiner§®™ Another example of
lobbying activities is a letter in November 194@rfr Ake Nyberg, director of the washing
machine manufacturer Fredsfors AB, to Statedsistrikommission (The National Industry
Commission). Alluding to the ‘laundry issue’, heuested a licence to import machines for
white laundry and dry-cleaning from the US, a drefliuSD 600,000 and, in the long term, a
permit for manufacture under licence. One of tlgaarents he uses refers to studies looking at
the cost of wear and tear to textiles in old maesjrcarried out by the engineer Sigurd Koéhler at
IT in collaboration with Statens Provningsanstatiw the SP Technical Research Institute of
Sweden)! Both Ake Nyberg and Sigurd Kéhler were memberthefboard of IT.

A third interested party comprises representatdfdschnical research. In a memo dating
from 1954, the Chairman of the Public Housing Cotteei Yngve Larsson gives a general
summary of the various research areas that the Gimenshould have contact with:

To start with it is clear that the entire laundeg®r, due to changing technical and

economic factors, is currently experiencing fluevdlopment, that the assessment of

these problems is therefore often uncertain, aatddbntinuing advanced research.

expert, objective investigation of laundry problemsshecessary.... The washing machine

-12 -



sectoris undergoing rapid development, however, whiaghaléer the assumptions for the
Committee’s judgement. (Which meant moving awaynftarge, industrial, central
laundry houses in favour of medium-sized machinesmall, local laundry rooms:
author's comment) Similarly it is obvious that tfag¢ionalisation of after-treatmelgaves

room for new technical methods. The developmeth®fvashing detergent industtgin

simplify and change the types of washing. The dgwakent of textilesthe transition to
new materials, is extremely important as regardddbndry issue. In various ways, the

laundry problems will impact on the layout of hawgsand on the interior design of

various types of housingj.

The HFI enjoyed a very close collaboration with Ehélic Housing Committee. The HFI carried
out investigations of various kinds, as well asitgsmachines for household use. The activities
conducted by the HFI were generally referred tterms that excluded the word ‘research’.
Words such as test, trial and investigation tertddzke used instead. The term research was
reserved for the activities conducted by IT and tiere described as follows:

both basic research concerning the state of vatexisges during the laundry process,
detergents and bleaching agents, etc., and abbsenaitol and consultancy activities on
behalf of the associated laundry houses, primaiily the aim of ascertaining the impact
of the washing processes on the durability and aapee of the textiled"

The ‘practically oriented’ research into women'yda-day lives that was carried out at the HFI
was, in other words, not as good as the activitiasIT conducted on behalf of industry. Ruth
Oldenziel believes that technology, in the sengb®ftudy of technology, was created by men
for men in the early part of the 20th century. Fenesgineers and technology targeted at a
female sphere were not valued as highly as a mathime culture in the makiritj’

It is consequently possible to see patterns of rmatefemale networks that were
established both in the government commissionaritie boards of various research institutes.
Brita Akerman was a driving force in the establigiminof the HFI, and she was also one of the
members of the Public Housing Committee. She wasiedlato economist Alf Johansson, and
the couple spent time with Alva and Gunnar Myrd4lAlf Johansson and Gunnar Myrdal were
very active in housing policy issues, participating number of housing commissions both
between the wars and after the Second World Wara Myrdal also participated in a number of

commissions on women’s policy. Brita Akerman waes fster of Carin Boalt, who became the
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head of the technical section at the ¥ The first chair of the board of the HFI was Kalioch,
who later became a cabinet minister within the Kty for Supply‘."’i | have also previously
mentioned Signe Hojer, who was an officer of theifldemocratic Women’s Association, and
Hanna Rydh, who was active in the Liberal Partg,Rredrika Bremer Association and the
International Alliance of Women, as well as havimeg to the mechanical engineering industry.
There were also networks around IT that consistéglysof men. One such network was
illustrated in an article in the Swedish Employd¥steration’s journdhdustria(Picture 2).

Hung up on the washing line in the picture aregtveernment investigator, architect Nils Halla,
Director of Fredsfors AB Ake Nyberg, engineer atSifurd Kohler, and Director Holger
Pettersson of the Swedish Co-operative Union-oweddr. There are also representatives of the
laundry sectof™ Even though there was some overlapping, the fottise female networks
tended to be targeted at the application of thedapwork and at consumers, while the focus of
the male networks was targeted at ‘basic researithin technology and chemistry, as well as at
technical developments within industry and comnaddeiundry.

Many of the issues surrounding social plannind ewilectivisation were reinforced
by the rationing during the Second World War. Tdpplied primarily to issues regarding access
to goods and their quality. Even though the rata némber of socio-economic reforms was
slowed down by the war, on the other hand issues gigen stimulus that strengthened the
position of the consumer and that fitted in welthie ongoing development of the welfare
system. In 1946, Minister for Trade Gunnar Myrdgtlgp a commission on quality research and
consumer information. The report was publisheddf#9l(SOU 1949:18). This was an important
commission that drew up guidelines for standaraisagjuality and price control, as well as the
labelling of goods. The commission was extremelgontant both for continued research and for
the manufacturing indust®)" For example, the standardisation of electricaliappes was

proposed (Picture 3), which eventually led to the&k ™

Public and Private — The Collective Idea

Government solutions that contributed to the sotutd the ‘laundry issue’ were implemented
with state support, initially in the form of graraed later through loans. The reforms took place
locally, but organised at a regional level. Theteahof the reforms affected the private sector,

but was based in the public sector. One distinggsfeature was the collective idea. In order to
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facilitate changes at a local level that toucheabpes private lives, the local authorities in
particular came to assume increased responsihilitis,the result that the boundary between
private and public spheres shifted.

In a conservative ideology that characterised eéattministration during the 19th
century, only the government represented the pgblitor in its political activities. Local
authority activities, as well as the affairs of fhes, belonged to thprivate communitiesSocial
and economic issues consequently belonged to tha&t@isphere or spheres. They were
perceived as separate and independent, and werexgsessed in the municipal autonomy that
had long been upheld in Sweden. Ingemar Norrlicelees that a process commenced at the
beginning of the 20th century that resulted in meord more of the local authorities’ activities
being viewed as belonging to the public sphererlidocalls this process integrationism. The
state interacts more and more in the local auiksriactivities, which then came to be viewed as
a part of the public sector. Norrlid believes tthas process assumed a transition to capitalist
production methods, as well as voting democracypamtiamentarisni. These changes were
necessary in order that, as Sven-Erik Liedman iputse state could ‘... be viewed as a direct
representative of the entire population, and th@ospion that existed between public and
private, general and individual was consideredaeetended” In her doctoral thesis
Folkhemmet och kommuner(iEhe Swedish Welfare State and the Local Authes)tiUlla
Ekstrom von Essen attempts to identify a local autyrideology. One conclusion she draws is
that an increasingly strong public sector mearttttharelationship between the state and the
individual was strengthened, and that the previorgld boundary between private and public
was relaxed. Government control remained strontiyeasame time as the local authorities
retained their autonomy. However, Ekstrom von Egeels that this autonomy could be
perceived as the capacity to administer governmieactives'

Integrationism within the local authorities assunagatocess of democratisation, which entailed
closer relations between the state and the indaljclommunicated via the local authorities. The
ongoing democratisation could be expressed indhmadtion of various associations.

The civil associations, which can also include perative societies for collective washing, were
an intermediary link between the state and theviddal™ This is confirmed, for example by

Yvonne Hirdman and Helena Bergman, in actual studiethis issue with regard to local
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authority activities’ However, this perspective can be broadened toiatsade the formulation
of various welfare regimes.

In the US, which represents a liberal welfare regithe state played a very small
role in the growth of the welfare society. Thiglmmonstrated, for example by Lena Sommestad,
in a comparison of attitudes towards issues sudimgnwomen’s gainful employment in Sweden
and the US. She feels that the Swedish state wa$ more inclined to try to influence the
private sphere, and also assumed a more overgbmembility for the welfare of everyone,
including weaker groups in socie€ty. The American Government allowed large parts of thi
responsibility to remain with the ‘private commue#. As a result, the boundary between
private and public in the US continued to appeay déstinct, which created room to manoeuvre
for various players without state involvement. lwelen, the majority of such players ended up
collaborating with the government in various forimstead.

The above-mentioned domestic advisors are an exafoph comparison with the
US. In the US, this professional group was knowrhame economists’. They were established
entirely without state involvement, and there wemnrirses, including at academic level, for
women who wanted to acquire knowledge about alikiof housekeeping, including physiology
and nutrition. The services that ‘home economistsild offer were utilised in the first instance
by the private market. Well-educated female ‘honm®nemists’ were first employed by
companies during the inter-war years in order tovigle information and demonstrate their
goods" Their activities were directed outwards to a lameent, with demonstrations at
societies and clubs in both private and public mmrments. They also utilised the radio as a
means of communicating informatidfi. Carolyn Goldstein has demonstrated that the Araeric
producers, in this case of electrical home appéangortrayed their activities as being in the
service of societ{ In the US there was significantly more latitude éompanies to appear as
socially oriented, because there were neither gowent directives nor government activitfes.
This difference with regard to government involvemes interesting, at the same time as the
American home economists also came to constitutelea model for the Swedish domestic
advisors and the information and implementationknatbat followed from the state investments,
one of which was the ‘rational solution to the ldnnissue™ The forms of laundry that were
developed in Sweden were based on a collectiveoapprthat was deeply rooted in the Swedish

society. Two alternatives for household washingemestablished in the US. The first, as was
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later the case in Sweden, was for people to hasie divn washing machine. The second was a
form of public laundry, although in an entirely feifent format from that used in Sweden. Coin-
ops or laundrettes were established, to which #regm doing the laundry would take the items
and pay using coin-operated machiffésvith this form of laundry, the person doing theshiag

is a customer, not a part-owner (Picture 4).

Collaboration between the State, Local Authority, | ndustry and the Individual

It is clear that the state’s participation andpitgential to exercise control was most successful
with financial incentives. The establishment ofagerative laundry rooms, domestic advisors
and apartment house laundry rooms are all cleanpbes of this. However, neither co-operative
laundry rooms nor domestic advisors are still irs@nce today. Instead, the solution to the
‘laundry issue’ was conducted at many levels anghamy sectors in society, which resulted in
the coming together in the design of the housingrenment. In tangible terms, this was
manifested in the Swedish apartment house laumanyr This was an acceptable form of
washing that represented a compromise betweewva@m@nd a public solution. This form of
washing is very rare in other countrfésWith financial incentives from the state, interist
developing technical solutions to the ‘laundry ssgrew within both industry and the academic
world. The mechanical engineering industry playeangible role in this process. The
mechanical equipment they could offer at the bagoof the 1940s only made collective
solutions possible. The market for household washachines did not pick up until the 1970s.

One important, yet relatively invisible group d&yers were the municipal, co-
operative and private housing companies that, withay regulations laid down, perceived that
there was a competitive advantage in furnishingtapent blocks with mechanically equipped
laundry rooms. This issue was also raised at aigadlievel, where more studies are required to
highlight the power game that was taking pl4&d4owever, we have been able to see that
representatives of the housing companies parteibiat networks to reach the technical solution
to the laundry issue.

The desire to solve the ‘laundry issue’ with tiek@f technology preserved the
established gender order surrounding laundry wbinks gender order was also established and
confirmed when the area was researcfiedale networks strongly linked to both the academic

world and industry developed and refined the tetdgyg while female networks implemented
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the technical solutions and maintained contact Wiehwomen doing the laundry. At the end of
the day, it was women’s day-to-day lives that wadfected, although the women doing the
washing had few channels to provide feedback tor@es and decision-makers. A two-way
communication channel was initially provided thrbufe domestic advisors, who came into

contact both with the women doing the laundry aitt the powers that be.

The ‘Laundry Issue’ Today — An Equality Issue

In Statistics Sweden’s time use studlid for vardagsliTime for Day-to-Day Life)published

in 2003, it emerged that women still devoted moretto housework than men, and that laundry
work, including ironing, was the most uneqtfalThis is surprising, bearing in mind that the
technical innovations regarding laundry work ouighhave attached little importance to ideas
regarding men’s and women’s handling of clean artgt things that had formed the basis for the
gender division of work"" In combination with the general notion that tedogg is male, there
should have been opportunities for men to becomaved in the laundry work. Laundry has
been simplified, and specific knowledge about ha¥eknt textiles should be handled is no
longer necessary, as it is simply a matter of demipg the symbols on the washing instructions.
These symbols were developed as part of an intenatcollaboration that started in the 1960s,
although it was not until 1991 that they were apptbunder the name 1SO 3758. They
consequently now constitute a tangible relic otialfy system for welfare.

' For more information about the population poli@pbdte, you are recommended to read Ann-Katrin Hatje
Befolkningsfrdgan och valfardgmhe Population Issue and Welfare] (Stockholm, )98%ormation about the
Swedish population’s access to washing machine®edound in Statistics Sweden'’s living standandsys.
Information aboupersonalwashing machines in the home has been availatde 4i990. Since then, 75% of people
own their own washing machine. Others have acceagé¢sidential laundry room.

" Betankande med forslag angaende ordnande av dee lagtbruksundervisningdiReport with Proposals
concerning the Arrangement of Lower Level AgricuiuEducation], SOU 1939: 6 (Stockholm, 1939).

" As early as 1940, the Parliamentary Committee gricAlture had maintained in a pronouncement thasthing
machines for collective use should, from a loarspective, be placed on an equal footing with adjxical
machinery Hushallningssallskapet i Hallands 1dfhe Agricultural Society in Halland County], Repat0 June
1940, § 118, Lund Regional Archive (LLA).

v Knowledge made it possible to save both detergedtenergy in conjunction with washing. A concietample of
this is a course for the country’s domestic adwsganised by the Agricultural Board and the Stafiermation
Agency in October 194&ungliga LantbruksstyrelsefiRoyal Agricultural Board], Educational DivisioBgries
Al:8, CI:8, National Archives of Sweden, StockhalRA).

Y The grant element was scrapped, although thedoaditions, above all the repayment period, wegntiable.
Tvatt[Laundry], SOU 1955:8 (Stockholm, 1955).

Y Laundry house loans were targeted at larger fiesiliwhile the laundry group loans were targeteal maximum
of 12 households that used laundry equipment yi®OU 1955:8, 107.
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¥ Bostadskollektiva kommitt§Rublic Housing Committee], YK 1678, Vol. 28, RA.

! Calor 1902-1942Jubilee Publication, Esselte Reklam (1942).
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1931 and 1938. Catarina Lundstrdmnyars makt och omakt. Kén, klass och kulturarv@-9940[The Power and
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1930s to the 1980¢Link6ping, 1989).

¥ Yttrande med socialetiska synpunkter pa befolkfiidgan [Pronouncements with Socio-Ethical Opinions on the
Population Issue[OU1938:19 (Stockholm, 1938), 48.
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Myrdal] (Stockholm, 2006).
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XV Kollektiv Tvatt{Public Laundry], SOU 1947:1 (Stockholm, 1947).
* Interview with Nils Cederquist, 29 November 1991.
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1970] (Vaxjo, 2005).
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Association of Swedish Domestic AdvisoBefolkningsutredningejiPopulation CommissionyK1671 Series F,
Vol. 29-30, RA.
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Johansson and G. Osvald. Ibid., Vol. 30, RA.
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